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Passing Places
No, they are NOT lay-bys.

In Scotland many of the
roads in the Highlands and
on the islands are single
track. That means that noone can either overtake or
get past a vehicle coming in
the opposite direction unless
they meet at a passing
place. The passing places
are welcome bulges in the
single track road so
that for a short distance the road is
double track. Even
then the driver must
take good care. If
the passing place is
on the left they
should wait there in
it, but if on the right
they should wait on
the left opposite it. Then
when the two vehicles come
together there are good natured waves for the most
part.
Why can’t we be more
friendly like this with people
we meet in all parts of our
lives? I have never seen any
sign of road rage on the single track and we have had
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holidays which involve single
track driving for over 50
years. Perhaps being on
holiday helps, but it seems
that the local people are
patient too.
The proper passing place, as
opposed to somewhere for
just squeezing by somehow,
is clearly marked. It will
have either a post with black
and white stripes or a post
with a white square
or diamond on top.
This will then usually
say ‘passing place’.
Often these are at
bends in the road or
the brow of hills.
You can’t see ahead
then - not till you
get there! So the
driver must creep
around, or up and over, and
usually in the nick of time a
passing place appears! This
reminds us of all the times
in life we were screwed up
with worry, but in the event
all was well.
But can you rely on this?
Usually you can, but there
are exceptions. Sometimes - horrors - there is an empty

car already there in the
passing place. REMEMBER
NEVER PARK IN A PASSING
PLACE.

but without the music! You
may delay at a passing place
and let several following vehicles overtake you. But after that don’t follow on too
The flow of traffic is more
closely so you are in a conimportant than taking a
voy. If you do that, you may
photo of that gorall arrive at the
geous view.
next passing place
… if we were
Consideration for more patient and together and find
other road users is didn’t always put that 3 or more
what matters, and
ourselves first cars won’t fit in it!
so it is in all life. It
would be good if when
If only in ordinary life we
someone annoys us, we
were more patient and didn’t
could take a moment just to always put ourselves first.
think it through from their
Then we might be happier
perspective.
and so might the ’other
people’.
The whole process is remiEileen Jobling
niscent of playing musical
chairs at a children’s party -

K

indness is a gift
You’re meant to give away
So offer it to all, as
You pass along the way.
Its worth can never dull
Its charm can never cloy
It costs you not a thing
And brings you naught but joy.
For kindness is a gift
The sweetest and the best
The more that you bestow
The more your path is blessed. Margaret Ingall
Submitted by Doreen Robinson, Newtown
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Rolling Reports from
the June 2017
Circuit Meeting

Pentre Llifior
(Edited)

Much progress has been
made since last year to
Newtown
make Pentre Llifior fit for
purpose in the 21st Century.
We continue to provide
concern, understanding and Thanks to a loan from the
Circuit (since repaid in full)
friendship to all we meet.
and a grant from the MethThe chapel is available for
odist Property Committee,
quiet time during Tuesday
the final works outstanding
coffee morning.
since 2012 have been comNew friends are worshipping pleted.
with us and we pray they
Mission, as ever is the major
continue to share our
concern and our focus has to
fellowship and faith.
be centred on how we can
more fully engage with the
The Salvation Army Food
local population so that PenBank still receives our
support and we also help the tre Llifior becomes an important hub at the heart of the
families from Syria in any
community. Currently we
way we can.
are seeking to reintroduce a
Our next projects include re- monthly 'Arts & Crafts' evening and are striving
furbishing the toilets and
to resolve how we might enproviding extra storage in
gage with children via their
the hall.
teachers at schools
We support Circuit and other in our 'catchment' area.
chapel events when possible
and continue to pray for
guidance in our quest for
mission.
Sheila Pollard
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A recent visit to Llanelli to
the Hall Street Church
(Methodist & United Reform)
and nearby Llanelly House
(where a volunteer dressed

as John Wesley interacts
with visiting groups and children) has provided some
food for thought.

currently working on the 9th
draft of a 'Wesley Way' trail
leaflet). The following year is
not only the 250th anniversary of the births of the
Heritage-wise, we have
chapel's founding ministers
proceeded with caution
(the Revs James Buckley &
aware that our lack of
James Gill) but the 250th
numbers imposes a signifianniversary of Methodist
cant burden of commitment
itinerants first visiting our
for our members. However,
part of Montgomeryshire
we have h ope s of increased
from their base at Brecon.
numbers and now is the time
to market ourselves in
There is much to do and
a more vigorous manner.
we hope all will wish to
be part of a Circuit-wide
A start has been made with
project to celebrate and
mark these important
the issue of a new 'flyer' to
go with our remaining stock milestones in the life of
of chapel leaflets to be dis- this Circuit.
tributed throughout MontHighlighting our story
gomeryshire and across the
border in England. Added to presents us with a number of opportunities to
this initiative we hope to
have some substantive ar- market ourselves and
ticles about the chapel pub demonstrate the profound influence of Metholished in local papers and
dism on the social history
magazines followed by a
book, telling the full story of of Montgomeryshire since
the late 1700s, which still
the chapel and its subsespeaks with relevance toquent restoration.
day.
Finally, it is worth noting
that 2019 sees the 250th
Andrew Mathieson
anniversary of John Wes
ley's final journey through
Montgomeryshire (we are
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Letter from the ries, and scrumping apples
Superintendent from the neighbour’s garden
Dear Friends,
During our ‘tour’ in the
Caerphilly Circuit we were
occasional visitors to Tredegar House on the edge of
Newport. During the course
of one of those visits we
were able, for a small consideration, to visit some of
the gardens not
usually open to
the public – glasshouses, herb garden, vegetable
plot and orchard
were open for our
enjoyment. After a
cuppa - one each,
and a slice of carrot cake – one and two forks
please, we set out to walk
the paths of what had been
until then a ‘secret garden’,
to us at any rate. It was a
severe test of our plant recognition skills – I think I
failed more miserably than
Jenny – but then I’m not
really a gardener. I enjoy
eating my beans, peas and
potatoes, picking blackberPage 6

– even with their permission
it still feels a bit like mischief. I enjoy the colours
and scents of the flowers but
that’s as far as it goes. I’m
not really a gardener, I just
know what I like.
As we passed by hollyhocks
of a hue hitherto unseen, a
hand slipped out and discreetly removed a seedpod –
just one, honest.
Growing up the
back wall of what
had been the gardener’s house was
a passion flower,
which in addition
to its theologically
informed flowers
bore bright orange
fruits. The climbing shrub
was used by Jesuit priests to
teach the natives of South
America of the crucifixion of
Jesus - as illustrated by
leaves, tendrils, petals and
sepals. A hand slipped out
this time to pick up a fallen
‘fruit’ which was surreptitiously slipped into Jenny’s
handbag. With the help of
my ‘Noddy Guide’ to garden-

ing I managed to produce a
number of specimens to
grace the Manse garden.

tions here. In terms of our
individual faith, to move it
on from the realm of the private and personal by learnOver the years, as I have
ing to speak of it, as St. Pepicked the fruit and vegeta- ter says ‘..to give account of
bles from the garden and
the hope that is in us..’ In
hedgerow, as I have pilfered terms of the tasks we underthe seedpods from other
take in our commitment to
people’s, I have pondered
the church, tasks in which
the purpose of such. I’m
we rightly take pride, seekgrateful to God for the sen- ing to perform them to the
sual delight of colour, form, best of our ability, seeking
scent and taste, but suspect at the same time to engage
that this may be of only sec- and train up our successors.
ondary conThe faith
...to
move
our
faith
on
cern to the
that is perfrom the realm of the
plant. The
sonally fulplant has
filling but
private and personal
but one pur- by learning to speak of it not repropose, to
ducing, the
produce seed, to reproduce task that is done well but
more plants. The way to a
not shared with an assistant
plentiful harvest of beans is is I think only half a faith, a
to prevent the plant from
half done job. Just recently I
setting seed – to pick the
took on the tutoring of Anbean before the seed madrea, Kat, and Derek as Lotures so that the vine excal Preachers and Worship
hausts itself by trying to set Leader – we meet along with
more seed.
Jenny and Terry their mentors each month to share toI think there is a tremengether and to practise what
dous lesson for us here, an
we have learnt from the
example for us to follow in
course.
the setting and pursuit of
our goals for the congrega- I hope during the course of
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this next year that we can
gregations to direct their
begin to relieve the pressure work and wealth to the prion those who work so hard
ority of making new discifor the church, that we can
ples. Another encouraging
continue to give away the
every Church Council, every
faith that has been given to year “. . . to address and
us, perhaps learning to do it answer the question ‘Do you
more profitably, more purhave a growth plan or an
posefully, to allow God the
end of life plan?’ with the
opportunity of bringing peo- answer to be presented to
ple to faith
the Circuit
through their
As we thank God for Meeting in orrelationship
der to aid its
the fertility of the
with us, as St
earth, we pray for wider, stratePaul says of
the fertility of our gic, oversight
Apollos’ and his
of mission and
faith.
work in Corinth
ministry.” I
“God gave the increase”.
hope you will find time for
some prayerful consideration
The Conference business di- of the answers and maybe
gest fell through the letter- some suggestions as to how
box this afternoon – there
we achieve the goals we set
will be a copy for every con- before we gather in Council.
gregation – among the notices of motion adopted was As we thank God for the ferone calling Methodist mem- tility of the earth, we pray
bers to enthusiasm in prayer for the fertility of our faith.
and acts of personal evanRev Bob
gelism and Methodist con-

Y

esterday is a cancelled
cheque.
Tomorrow is a promissory note.
Today is the only cash you have,
so spend it wisely.
Kay Lyons
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W

hy did Moses wander
through the dessert for 40
years?
Even then men wouldn’t
ask for directions!!

Ministers
Chair of the Synod:
Superintendent:

Rev Dr Stephen Wigley
Rev Bob Thomas B Th
 01686 625690
Active Supernumerary: Rev Marian Jones
Supernumerary:
Supernumerary:
Supernumerary:

Rev J Michael Taylor BD, BA
Rev Penny Burkill
Rev John W Newbury BA

Local Preachers
Mr T M Jobling OBE
Mrs E Jobling
Mr G Smith
Mrs E Williams
Mrs D McNulty
Mrs M Douglas
Mrs J Thomas
Mr J Harbron
Mrs Kat Bond (on note)
Mrs Andrea Davies (on note)

Worship Leaders
Mr A Bradburn and Mrs A Bradburn
Mr Derek Painter (in training)

Visiting Preachers
Rev Chris Denney
Rev Bill Rowell
Mr Gareth Evans
Rev Anne Smith
Mr Gwynfryn Evans Mr Jim Smith
Mr Nigel Evans
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03-Sep

10-Sep

& Hymn

22nd Sun in Ord

Education Sun

Matt 16:21-28

Matt 18:15-20

Books

Times

Church

Welshpool

9.00

H ON

10.45

StF WB

10.00

H ON

6.00

P Llifior

2.30

24-Sep

24th Sun in Ord 25th Sun in Ord
Matt 18:21-35

Matt 20:1-16

Jones HC
Harbron

Jones HC Welcome

Jones

T Jobling

WCT @ UW

@ Cefn

B Thomas HC

E Jobling

Taylor HC

@ Welshpool

G Smith

AACG

B Thomas HC

AACG

Burkill HC

P&P

A Smith

J Thomas

Harbron

B Thomas HC

Rowell

N Evans

UP

N Evans

6.00 Rowell Compline

Cefn

17-Sep

T Jobling BC

H StF WB
Newtown 10.30
H StF WB

6.00

Llanidloes 10.30

B Thomas HC Denney HF LA

H ON WB
Caersws 10.30 11am @ Llanwnog

P&P

J Smith

B Thomas HC

B Thomas HC

@ Llawr y Glyn

G Smith

@ Llanidloes

@ Trefeglwys

T Jobling

@ Trefeglwys

@ Llanidloes

H WB
Trefeglwys 10.00
HM
Llawr Y Glyn 2.30
H WB
Visit www.wbhmethodists.org.uk for any changes to the Plan
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01-Oct

08-Oct

15-Oct

22-Oct

29-Oct

26th Sun in Ord

27th Sun in Ord

28th Sun in Ord

29th Sun in Ord

30th Sun in Ord

Matt 21:23-32

Matt 21:33-46

Matt 22:1-14

Matt 22:15-22

Matt 22:34-46

P & P CAP

@ St Mary's

4pm N Evans ATS

@ Cefn

Jones HC
Jones HF

Taylor HC

Jones

6pm @ Newtown UnS WCT @ Church House
E Jobling BC
6pm @ Newtown UnS

N Evans

Rowell

T Jobling

B Thomas HC

J Thomas HF

AACG

B Thomas HC

AACG

G Evans

B Thomas

Harbron HF

T Jobling

B Thomas HC

G Evans

B Thomas UnS

P & P HF

Burkill HC

B Thomas

Williams

Burkill

E Jobling

B Thomas HC

J Thomas

T Jobling

T Jobling

E Jobling

N Evans

B Thomas HC

@ Llawr y Glyn

Burkill

@ Llawr y Glyn

E Jobling

N Evans

@ Trefeglwys

B Thomas HC

@ Trefeglwys

6pm @ Newtown UnS

6pm @ Newtown UnS
UB
6pm @ Newtown UnS
Williams
6pm @ Newtown UnS
@ Trefeglwys
6pm @ Newtown UnS
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05-Nov

12-Nov

& Hymn

31st Sun in Ord

Remembrance Sun

Matt 23:1-12

Matt 25:1-13

Books

Times

Church

Welshpool 9.00
H ON
StF WB

10.45

10.00

H ON

6.00

P Llifior

2.30

Newtown 10.30

26-Nov

31st Sun in Ord Women against Violence
Matt 25:14-30

Matt 25:31-46

Jones HC
B Thomas HC

6.00 J Thomas Compline

Cefn

19-Nov

WCT 11am @ St Mary's

Jones

4pm Jones HC

G Evans
4pm P & P ATS

E Jobling BC
B Thomas

G Smith

Taylor HC

AACG

T Jobling

AACG

Jones HC

Rowell

B Thomas

Taylor HC

G Smith

B Thomas HC

T Jobling

J Thomas

Burkill

Harbron

Burkill HC

G Smith

P&P

G Smith

UP

B Thomas HC

E Jobling

@ Llawr y Glyn

Gwynfryn Evans LA

@ Llawr y Glyn

T Jobling

Harbron

@ Trefeglwys

B Thomas HC

@ Trefeglwys

H StF WB

H StF WB

6.00

Llanidloes 10.30
H ON WB
Caersws 10.30
H WB
Trefeglwys 10.00
HM
Llawr Y Glyn 2.30
H WB

Visit www.wbhmethodists.org.uk for any changes to the Plan
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REFERENCES USED IN THE PLAN
BOOKS
H
Hymns and Psalms
M
Methodist Hymn Book
ON Methodist Hymns Old & New
S
The Source
StF Singing the Faith
WB Methodist Worship Book

UNITED SERVICES
UA at Anglican
UB at Baptist
UM at Methodist
UP at Presbyterian
URC at URC
UW at Welsh Chapel

SERVICES
OTHER
AA
All Age Worship
T Transport Required
AACG All Age Cell Group
ATS Afternoon Tea Service
BAP Baptism
BC
Breakfast Church
BTCS Back to Church Sunday
CA
Chapel Anniversary
CAP Christians Against Poverty
C&C Carols and Christingle
CHS Community Hymn Singing
CMM Christian Music Ministries
Cov Covenant
CS
Carol Service
FF
Flower Festival
HC
Holy Communion
HF
Harvest Festival
Jub
Jubilate
LA
Local Arrangement
LS
Lambing Service
OWW One World Week
P&P
Prayer and Praise
SKS Sankey Service
SoP
Songs of Praise
SS
Sectional Service
WCT Welshpool Churches Together
UnS Circuit United Service
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Farewell Service for Rev Sue
19th July 2017 at Welshpool
Welshpool chapel was packed for the joyous and rousing service to celebrate 10 years of Rev Sue’s ministry in this Circuit
and to bid her farewell as she
moves onto pastures new in
South Wales. John Harbron
lead the service and gave the
address. There were prayers
lead by Terry & Eileen Jobling
and Rev Bob and readings by
Graham Smith and Jenny
Thomas. Andrea Davies read
a wonderful and hilarious
poem she had written all
about Sue! Jubilate and the
Wesley Singers sang beautifully.
Farewell tributes were given by Tom Ellis on behalf of the
Cymru Circuit, Rev Steve Willson on behalf of Welshpool
Churches together and Michael Jones on behalf of this Circuit. Sue was presented with a gift and a wonderful bouquet.
Sue responded by thanking everyone who had taken part in
the service and for all the support she has received whilst in
this Circuit. See back page for thank you note from Sue.
It was very clear how much Sue’s ministry has been enjoyed
and appreciated; although
there is sadness that she is
going, Sue leaves with very
best wishes both for her new
job and her future happiness
with Malcolm following their
wedding in August.
Welshpool chapel put on a
wonderful spread afterwards.
Page 14

Our Eternal Destiny
There is a time, we know not when,
A place, we know not where,
That marks the destiny of men
In glory or despair.
There is a line by us unseen,
That crosses every path;
The hidden boundary between
God's patience and His wrath.
0 what is that mysterious Bourne,
By which man's path is crossed,
Beyond which, God Himself has sworn,
The soul that goes is lost.
How long might I go in sin?
How long will God forebear?
Where does hope end, and where begin
The confines of despair?
The answer from the skies is sent;
Ye who from God depart
While it is called today REPENT,
And harden not your heart.
Joseph Addison Alexander. 1837

Submitted by Phil-Eve Senior, Newtown
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Young People’s Page
How strong are you? Do you
think you are pretty strong?
Can you pick up a brick?
You probably can, but can
you pick up a car? At first
you probably think you are
not strong enough to pick up
a car but you could if you
had some help. If you had a
car jack you just put it underneath the car and pump
the handle;
then you can
fairly easily lift a
car that weighs
well over a ton.
Yes, with the
help of a jack,
you can lift a
car, but you
couldn't do it
alone, could you?

rest." There is no reason for
you to struggle with burdens
that are too heavy for you.
God's Word is full of promises to help us in times of
trouble. Here are just a few:
"Don't be afraid, I am with
you." (Gen.26:24) "I'll give
you strength." (Psalm 28:7)
"I'm with you in times of
trouble." (Psalm 34:6) These
words of encouragement are just
what we need to
face the hard
times that may
come our way.

Does that mean
that if we ask
him, God will
take all of our troubles
away? No, but he will help
Some people have pretty
us. In fact, some of our
heavy burdens to carry in
struggles may help us to
life. Difficulties at school or
grow and become stronger.
at home or with friends.
They may also help us to
Sometimes problems you
learn to trust in Jesus. But
just can’t handle by yourself. when the load is too heavy,
Well you don’t have to.
he will help us to carry it -and there is no burden that
Jesus said, "Come to me, all is too heavy for Jesus.
you who are weary and burAdapted from www.sermons4kids.com
dened and I will give you
Page 16

www.sermons4kids.com
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WaterAid to benefit from
"The Voice of Creation"

be bought with these donations ranging from as little
as £15 which can enable one
Pentre Llifior Methodist
person access to safe water,
Chapel held a flower festival improved hygiene and saniin July entitled "The Voice of tation, on to £100 which
Creation" which raised £400 could pay for the construcfor WaterAid.
tion of one tube
well in Nepal
The charity is
and £400 which
dedicated to
could provide a
improving actap stand in
cess to safe
Bangladesh.
water, sanitation and hyA steady stream
giene for some
of visitors
of the world’s
throughout the
poorest people.
flower festival
Mandy Thomas,
also enjoyed
Treasurer of Pentre Llifior
munching in to bacon baps
said "We are delighted that during the Saturday morning
this amount has been
"Bacon Buddies" session
raised. The visitors were
with later callers over the
very generous in their giving weekend partaking of homeand this will
made cakes
enable
and drinks.
WaterAid in
Rev. Bill Rowell
their efforts to
of Welshpool
bring the most
rounded off
basic of human
the event with
needs -clean
a rousing
water - to those less fortupraise service.
nate."
Mandy Thomas
The literature provided by
Pentre Llifior
WaterAid shows what might
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Dates for your Diary
Tuesday, 5th September at Newtown
Cytun Soup Lunch for Christian Aid


Sunday, 10th September, 10.45am at Welshpool
Morning Worship with Holy Communion will include the Circuit’s
Welcome to Rev Marian Jones, and will be followed by Lunch


Sunday, 24th September, 10.30am at Llanidloes
Harvest Celebrations with Rev Chris Denney (Sectional Service)


Wednesday, 20th September, 7pm at Newtown
Circuit Meeting


Saturday, 23rd September, 7pm at Welshpool
Music and Poetry Supper Concert


Sunday, 1st October
Harvest Celebrations at Welshpool at 10.45am (Rev Marian Jones), and
at Pentre Llifior at 2.30pm (Mrs Jenny Thomas)


Sunday, 1st October, 6pm at Newtown
Circuit Service – an opportunity to hear about Rev Bob’s Sabbatical


Thursday, 5th October, 7pm at Trefeglwys
Harvest Celebrations with Mrs Jenny Thomas


Sunday, 8th October, 10.30am at Newtown
Harvest Celebrations with John Harbron


Saturday, 11th November, 10am to 12 at Zoar, Trefeglwys
Coffee Morning and opportunity to drop off Christmas Shoeboxes for
Samaritans’ Purse


Thursday, 16th November, 7pm at Welshpool
Derek’s Quiz Night – teams of up to 4 very welcome


Please let Janice know of any events that you plan.
01938 850514

rhodes4144@gmail.com
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A thank you note from Rev Sue

Editorial
It’s all change again with Rev Sue having moved to
Cwmbran and Rev Bob now Superintendent of this Circuit.
We also give a very warm welcome to Rev Marian Jones
who has joined us on a part-time basis for 12 months. Rev
Marian takes on the pastoral care and
responsibility of Welshpool church.
Many thanks to those who have contributed to this issue.
Please keep sending us your contributions; so many of you
must have something you could share with the rest of the
Circuit.
Our next issue covers Christmas and we look forward to
receiving your contributions on any Christian theme. The
copy date for the next issue is mid October 2017, however, contributions are very welcome at any time.
We are happy to receive articles by post:
Foxglove, Beech Close, Newtown SY16 2QP
by email: editors.marlow@btinternet.com
or you can pass to the ministers or stewards.
This magazine is available in glorious
technicolour on the Circuit website:
www.wbhmethodists.org.uk
Those of you with smart phones or tablets can
scan this QR code to go straight to the website.
Bill and Andrea Marlow

