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T here are (dare I say 
it) quite a few things I’ve 
enjoyed about lockdown: the 
change of pace, hearing 
birdsong that’s usually 
cancelled out by traffic 
noises, getting some of the 
jobs done that I never quite 
got round to before. But 
alongside that there’ve been 
frustrations and fears, being 
aware of people hit by 
trauma and tragedy, and the 
pain of not 
being able to 
be with loved 
ones, or there 
to comfort 
those who’ve 
needed it. 
Skype, WhatsApp and Zoom 
may have kept us in touch, 
but they can’t replace a hug. 
 
I carry in my wallet - among 
all the other cards - a credit 
card sized message given to 
me many years ago by a 
friend, with this verse from 
Zephaniah 3.17: “The Lord 
your God is with you, he will 
take great delight in you, he 
will quiet you with his love.” 
It’s a bit battered now, this 

card, but precious as a 
reminder of friendship, and 
an assurance I’ve valued 
through this strange time. 
 
It reminds me of two 
important things about 
God’s love. Our own human 
love is always partial and 
incomplete, conditional too. 
Our selfishness can derail it, 
or we don’t find time to 
follow through on our good 
intentions, or maybe we feel 
cheated when someone 

doesn’t respond 
or isn’t as 
grateful as we 
think they 
should be.  
 
But God’s love 

just is. No ifs and buts, no 
conditions. I remember a 
commentator on the 
Creation Story in Genesis 1 
suggesting that the word 
God spoke to bring each 
facet of creation into 
existence was “I love you.”  
John famously calls Jesus 
“the Word of God”, and in 
him, in a human person and 
a human life, we see the 
love of God, unconditional, 
accepting, hurting with our 

“The Lord your God is 
with you, he will take 
great delight in you, 
he will quiet you with 
his love.”  
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hurts, actively at work 
among us. And what 
knocked the disciples over 
on the day of Pentecost, and 
so filled them with joy that 
people out in the street 
thought they must be drunk, 
was, I think, the sudden and 
explosive realisation of that 
love present within and 
among them, a love that 
claimed them and would 
never let them go. 
 
And that takes me 
to the second thing 
about God’s love - 
that it is deeply and 
intensely personal. 
He loves me as 
though I’m the only 
person he loves; 
and he loves you 
the same way. The best I 
can do when faced with a 
world full of people is to 
vaguely want the best for 
them, and to respond to 
whatever particular needs or 
appeals cross my radar. But 
God loves the world, person 
by person, and despite 
ourselves - despite our 
disregard, our refusal to 
respond, our self-
centredness and prejudice. 

He doesn’t only love nice 
people or deserving people; 
he stands at every door to 
knock, waiting for us to 
open it to him. 
 
As a Church, our task is not 
only to rejoice in that love 
but to share it, to make it 
known in word and song and 
deed. To be light in 
darkness, to transform the 
places of need and division, 
loneliness and hurt, and to 

challenge what is 
unloving and 
uncaring, and 
therefore ungodly. 

And as we emerge 
from lockdown and 
reopen our 
churches, but with 

the world still an unsafe 
place and many people still 
hurt and broken, our 
message of love and 
practice of love in God’s 
name will be needed more 
than ever - and God’s love 
will be there to inspire and 
enable what we can offer. 

 

Rev Bill Rowell 
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“Blest be the tie that 
binds our hearts in 

Christian love”. 
The first words of a beautiful 
hymn written by J Fawcett. 
Words that can be 
interpreted as an example of 
our Methodist Circuit, 
especially during this time of 
lockdown. We have to be 
extremely thankful for the 
knowledge that we have a 
bond that sustains us and a 
faith that supports us during 
these very trying 
times. To be 
restricted to the 
confines of the 
house and garden 
for weeks on end, 
after living a good 
life of travelling the country 
widely whilst representing 
my fellow farmers and 
citizens it should be a real 
shock, but no, I found a real 
calmness that surprised me. 
 
I am reminded of a meeting 
of Derbyshire Peak District 
hill farmers that I attended 
as part of my duties in 
representing them in 
matters to do with the 
Government of the day. One 
of their number was telling 

them of his farming 
experiences. John, being a 
notable Peak farmer whose 
sheep flock numbered in the 
thousands, was asked by a 
young farmer, “what do you 
do when there is a really 
bad storm blowing?”, his 
reply “I just pull my chair a 
little closer to the fire”. 
Those words meant such a 
lot, meaning that if he had 
done his task of shepherding 
right, his flock, his sheep 
would instinctively know 

what to do. I find 
these words have 
a resonance to 
our present 
situation.  
 

Welshpool church 
immediately stepped up to 
the plate and organized an 
online service for us. With 
the exceptional service of 
our minister and lay 
preachers we have partaken 
and enjoyed services equal 
to what we would have 
received if things were 
normal. I found that there 
was an added dimension 
above the personal message 
of the sermon, that there is 
time to read the hymns and 
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really take in the thoughtful 
message that is being put 
over in the verses. What 
devotion to their and our 
faith they portray in inspired 
phrasing. I wish to record, 
on behalf of our members, 
our truly grateful thanks for 
all these wonderful services 
for our benefit and quiet 
reflection. 
 
Once again we wish to thank 
the Rev Bob and Jenny 
Thomas for their 
ministry to us 
over the last five 
years and we 
lament our 
inability to mark 
their service to 
us in the 
appropriate manner, 
nevertheless our thanks are 
sincere and we wish them 
well in their new placement 
in Northern Ireland. I was 
honoured to lead a 
delegation of Northern Irish 
hill farmers, as part of our 
group, to Whitehall for six 
years and what struck me 
most was the dedication and 
quality of their civil 
servants, genuinely putting 
over and supporting the 

farmers in their 
deliberations. 
 
I believe as a Circuit we 
have many to thank for the 
genuine desire to help us 
maintain our faith and guide 
us  through these difficult 
times and hopefully bring us 
safely back to more normal 
times and in this we give a 
special welcome to our 
Circuit to the Rev Jacquie 
Evans and husband Jon, to 

steer us and 
guide us in the 
proclamation of 
our faith for the 
future. 
 

May I take the 
liberty of 

quoting Jenny Thomas’ 
wonderful words to draw to 
a close her on line sermon 
and service to us on July 5th. 
“Hold fast dear friends to the 
faith, enjoy the fellowship 
you have with God and each 
other and God bless you 
with joy and peace.” 

Michael Jones 
Senior Steward 

“Hold fast dear friends 
to the faith, enjoy the 
fellowship you have 
with God and each 

other and God bless 
you with joy and 

peace.” 
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Welcome to our new 
Superintendent 

Minister 
Rev Jacquie Evans 

 

Rev Jacquie very kindly 
agreed to allow us to 
interview her (electronically 
of course!) so that we can 
all get to know her. 
 
Where did you grow up/
spend your childhood? 
I grew up in Lancashire in a 
Welsh family. Holidays were 
usually spent in various 
parts of Wales. My Nain 
spoke Welsh as her first 
language, but was victimised 
in school for speaking it, and 
so never taught my father, 
his brother and sisters. Dad 
learned some Welsh as an 
adult, but I grew up 
speaking German as my 
second language as Dad had 
been stationed there after 
the war and was fluent. 
 
What family and pets do 
you have? 
Very few of my family are 
left, my Dad is in a care 
home in Caerphilly, and will 
be 98 in October. Mum died 
20 years ago. I have a half 

sister, Grace and a half 
brother (but that bit is 
complicated). Lots of cousins 
in South Wales most of 
whom I have never met. 
Jon and I married in 1991, 
and I have a really good 
relationship with my sister in 
law and her family in 
Ireland. 
We have two cats Penny and 
Izzy. 
 
When were you first 
ordained? 
I was ordained at the 
London Conference in 2013 
on the day that Andy Murray 
won Wimbledon for the first 
time. That quiz question will 
never get past me! 
 
What attracted you to the 
Welshpool & Bro Hafren 
Circuit? 
I have a heart for rural 
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ministry, and I have not got 
used to the flat lands of East 
Anglia - give me a mountain 
anytime! I knew the area 
well from my previous life. I 
used to be a lecturer in 
social work at Prifysgol 
Glyndŵr, and travelled 
across North and Mid 
Wales. I was also an 
external examiner at UWIC, 
and met there a certain 
Mark Drakeford........ 
 
What do you like to do to 
relax? 
I read a lot, have been 
known to read a book a day 
- I love a good thriller. 
I also embroider and knit 
occasionally. 
Being involved in Girlguiding 

treads a fine line between a 
hobby and 'mission'. 
 
What makes you smile? 
I've got quite a daft/surreal 
sense of humour, the 
'Dibley' moments of church 
life make me smile. 

 
What are your ambitions 
for the future of this 
Circuit? 
That's a question better 
asked in few months when 
I've got a real feel for what 
is going on. For the first few 
months I'll be watching what 
is going on, asking daft 
questions, starting to make 
sense of things. 
 

Welcome Service for Rev Jacquie 
on Thursday 3rd September 2020 at 7.00 pm 

at Welshpool 
 

The Welcome Service for Rev Jacquie will be on Thursday 
3rd September at 7pm at Welshpool, led by Rev Dr 
Stephen Wigley, Chair of the Wales Synod. 
As social distancing restrictions will still apply, the service 
will have to be restricted, hence sadly admission will be by 
ticket only. In order to give greater seating capacity, the 
service will be relayed into the Meeting Room giving a total 
capacity of about 50 people. Hopefully there will be a few 
representatives from each church in the Circuit. Tickets 
will be available nearer the time. 
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A message from 
Rev Bob 

 
Dear All, 
 
Hearty and heartfelt thanks 
for the greetings and good 
wishes that 
accompanied our 
departure – it was 
beyond strange to 
leave without a 
‘word of farewell’ – 
but I think it was 
the right thing. 
Hopefully there 
will be more of you 
to catch up with later on in 
the year after we have all 
been vaccinated or 
otherwise rendered immune 
to Coronavirus. 
 
Thanks also for your 
generous gift; 
before too long the 
Welshpool & Bro 
Hafren Memorial 
Greenhouse will 
come to Ummer 
Road. 
 
The journey from Newtown 
via Holyhead and Dublin was 
uneventful – thankfully the 
tourists who had realised 

that Wales was at last ‘open 
for business’ were all 
travelling in the opposite 
direction. We turned left 
outside Newtown and then 
left again just before 
Llangollen and enjoyed the 

mist and the 
scenery of the A5 
– Corwen, Betws-y
-Coed and such – 
arriving with time 
for lunch before 
boarding the ferry. 
Crossing the Irish 
Sea awake and 
alert seemed 

strange at times as did the 
boarding plan and the 
confusion over the wearing 
of masks – not many 
seemed to understand the 

meaning of 
‘obligatory’ and ‘at 
all times’ – thanks 
Anne – I think ours 
were the only 
personally tailored 
examples on board. 
 
 

 
Continued on page 16 ... 
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    Ministers 
 

Chair of the Synod:  Rev Dr Stephen Wigley 
Superintendent:   Rev Jacquie Evans 
       01686 625690 

Supernumerary:   Rev J Michael Taylor BD, BA 
Supernumerary:   Rev Penny Burkill 
Supernumerary:   Rev John W Newbury BA 

 
 

    Local Preachers  
 
Mr Terry M Jobling OBE 
Mrs Eileen Jobling  
Mr Graham Smith 
Mrs Eleri Williams  
Mrs Doris McNulty  
Mrs Maureen Douglas 
Mr John Harbron 
Mrs Kat Bond (on trial) 
Mrs Andrea Davies (on trial) 
 
 

    Worship Leaders    
 

  Mr Alan Bradburn and Mrs Anthea Bradburn 
  Mr Derek Painter (in training) 
 
 
    Visiting Preachers 

 
Mr Nigel Evans 
Rev Marian Jones 
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Church 06-Sep 13-Sep 20-Sep 27-Sep

& Hymn 23rd Sun in Ord Education Sun 25th Sun in Ord 26th Sun in Ord

Books Matt 18:15-20 Matt 18:21-35 Matt 20:1-16 Matt 21:23-32

Welshpool 9.00

H ON 10.45 T Jobling Jones HC P&P Evans

 StF WB 6.00

Cefn 10.00 E Jobling BC T Jobling

H ON 6.00 Evans HC 25th 7pm HF Evans

P Llifior 2.30 Evans HC AACG E Jobling AACG

H StF WB 

Newtown 10.30 Evans HC N Evans Burkill Davies HF

H StF WB 6.00

Caersws 10.30 Smith Evans HC N Evans T Jobling

H WB

Trefeglwys 10.00 Davies Evans HC

H M 

Llawr Y Glyn

T
im

es

Visit www.wbhmethodists.org.uk for any changes to the Plan
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04-Oct 11-Oct 18-Oct 25-Oct

27th Sun in Ord Homeless Sun 29th Sun in Ord 30th Sun in Ord

Matt 21:33-46 Matt 22:1-14 Matt 22:15-22 Matt 22:34-46

Bond HF Jones HC N Evans Evans

E Jobling BC Bond

Evans HC Harbron 

Harbron HC AACG HF T Jobling AACG

Harbron HC Smith Evans T Jobling

Burkill Evans HC Davies Harbron 

Williams HF Burkill HC
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Church 01-Nov 08-Nov 15-Nov 22-Nov 29-Nov

& Hymn All Saints Remembrance Sun 33rd Sun in Ord Sun before Advent 1st Sun of Advent

Books Matt 5:1-12 Matt 25:1-13 Matt 25:14-30 Matt 25:31-46 Mark 13:24-37

Welshpool 9.00

H ON 10.45 Smith 11am at St Mary's Davies Evans Evans UM

 StF WB 6.00 4pm Jones HC

Cefn 10.00 E Jobling BC T Jobling N Evans

H ON 6.00 Evans HC E Jobling

P Llifior 2.30 Evans HC AACG N Evans AACG Harbron

H StF WB 

Newtown 10.30 Evans HC 10am P & P Bond E Jobling Smith

H StF WB 6.00

Caersws 10.30 Bond 10am Evans UM Smith T Jobling Burkill HC

H WB

Trefeglwys 10.00 T Jobling Williams UM Evans HC Harbron

H M 

Llawr Y Glyn

Visit www.wbhmethodists.org.uk for any changes to the Plan

T
im

es
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REFERENCES USED IN THE PLAN 
 

BOOKS       UNITED SERVICES 
H Hymns and Psalms   UA at Anglican 
M Methodist Hymn Book   UB at Baptist 
ON Methodist Hymns Old & New  UM at Methodist 
S The Source     UP at Presbyterian 
StF Singing the Faith    URC at URC            
WB Methodist Worship Book  UW  at Welsh Chapel 
             
SERVICES      OTHER 
AA    All Age Worship    T  Transport Required  
AACG  All Age Cell Group   TS Trial Service 
ATS    Afternoon Tea Service 
BAP    Baptism 
BC    Breakfast Church 
BTCS  Back to Church Sunday 
CA    Chapel Anniversary 
CAP    Christians Against Poverty 
C&C    Carols and Christingle 
CHS    Community Hymn Singing 
CMM   Christian Music Ministries 
Cov    Covenant 
CS    Carol Service 
EO      Easter Offering Dedication 
FF    Flower Festival       
HC    Holy Communion 
HF    Harvest Festival 
Jub     Jubilate  
LA     Local Arrangement 
LS    Lambing Service 
P&P    Prayer and Praise 
SKS    Sankey Service 
SoP    Songs of Praise 
SS    Sectional Service 
TF    Welshpool Transport Festival  
WCT   Welshpool Churches Together 
UnS    Circuit United Service 



 Page 14 

Young People’s Page 

Do you enjoy fishing? Have 
you ever caught a fish?  

Fishing is a great sport, and 
if you have ever been fishing 
and have caught a fish, you 
know that there’s a great 
feeling of excitement when 
you catch a fish. 

What does it take to be good 
at catching fish? First of all, 

you need to be properly 
equipped with a hook, line 
and net. The next thing you 
need to know is where the 
fish are! Finally, if you want 
to be good at fishing, you 
must be patient. Sometimes 
the fish just aren't biting. 
You have to wait patiently. 

One day, Jesus was walking 
along the seashore when he 

Join the 
dots a,b,c 

then 
colour the 
picture. 
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saw two brothers named 
Peter and Andrew. Jesus 
knew they made their living 
by fishing, so He called out 
to them, "Follow me, and I 
will show you how to fish for 
people!" They laid down 
their fishing nets and 
followed Jesus. 

Jesus wants you and me to 
fish for people, too. That 
means that Jesus wants us 
to tell others about what He 
has done for us and what He 
wants to do for them. 
Fishing for people is a lot 
like fishing for fish. 

First, we need to be properly 
equipped. We need to know 
what the Bible teaches and 
learn how to share it with 
others. Next, we go out 
where the people are and 
tell them about Jesus. 
Finally, we must be patient.  

If we will do these things, 
we can really become fishers 
of people like Jesus wants us 
to be. If you think there is a 
great feeling of excitement 
in catching a fish, just 
imagine how exciting it must 
be to bring someone to 
Jesus! 

Adapted from Sermons4kids 
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Continued from page 9 
 
We arrived ‘home’ shortly 
before 9pm and set to with 
brush and vacuum to shift 
sufficient dust and cobwebs 
as to be able to sleep on the 
floor – overtaken by a 
sudden burst of energy or 
some other strange 
phenomena we eventually 
landed in bed just before 
midnight! The new 
mattresses were 
very comfortable – 
accessing them 
was easy enough 
but rising from 
them the morning 
after, another 
matter altogether. 
 
Cleaning continued 
this morning and there are 
just a couple of jobs to be 
done before the furniture 
arrives on Tuesday morning. 
How blessed we have been 
to have been spared such in 
our perambulations in 
Methodism so far – huge 
thanks to the Circuit 
Stewards again for all their 
graft in the manse these last 
few years. The list of jobs to 
be done after the furniture is 

installed is lengthy and 
lengthening – most of them 
fall within our wit and 
capability – I have learnt a 
lot living in other people’s 
houses these past thirty 
years. Does there come a 
time when a house is as you 
believed it could be when 
you saw it first? 
 
Jenny had hoped that her 

jam-making was 
done for the year 
following the 
bumper crop of 
blackcurrants at 
Glandŵr. Among 
the greetings 
awaiting our arrival 
was a note from 
the neighbours 
asking us to help 

ourselves to their crops as 
they would be away until 
mid-August – what a joy to 
read the note on the back of 
the envelope ‘especially the 
raspberries’ – ours were just 
coming ripe as we left. I 
have offered her time off in 
lieu! (Smile)  
 
When it gets too much we 
take a moment to stand at 
the gate and listen to the 
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breeze and the 
birdsong and when 
things go really 
awry we can always 
go and count the 
traffic – just four 
cars since we got 
vertical today! 
 
BT are coming tomorrow 
bringing the internet with 
them so I am hopeful to get 
this to Bill and Andrea in 
time for the magazine. 

The greetings and 
the gift are much 
appreciated but even 
more the fellowship 
we have shared 
these last five years. 
For all that you have 
taught me about life 

in God and the Church I am 
forever in your debt. 

All love, 
Bob. 

Lockdown Intelligence Test 
 

Q 1. What do you put in a toaster? 
 

A: Bread. If you said toast you won’t be alone!! 
 
Q 2. Say silk five times. Now spell silk. What do cows 
drink? 
 

A: Cows drink water. If you said milk you may not be 
concentrating properly!! 
 
Q 3. Without using a calculator … You are driving a bus 
from London to Milford Haven. In London 17 people get on 
the bus. In Reading 6 people get off the bus and 9 people 
get on. In Swindon 2 people get off and 4 get on. In 
Cardiff 11 people get off and 16 get on. In Swansea 3 
people get off and 5 get on. In Carmarthen 6 people get 
off and 3 get on. You then arrive in Milford Haven. What 
was the name of the bus driver? 
 

A: Oh for crying out loud! Don’t you remember your own 
name? It was you!! 
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Food for thought! 
 
 

    
   Can you find 
the names of 16 of the 66 books of 
the Bible hidden in this paragraph? 

 
 
 

I once made a remark about the hidden books of the Bible 
(merely by a fluke). It kept people looking so hard for the 
facts and for others it was a revelation. Some were in a 
jam, especially since the name of the books were not capi-
talized, but the truth finally struck home to numbers of 
readers. To others it was a real job. We want it to be a 
most fascinating few moments for you. Yes, there will be 
some really easy ones to spot. Others may require judges 
to help them. I will quickly admit it usually takes a minis-
ter to find one of them, and there will be loud lamenta-
tions when it is found. A little lady says she brews a cup of 
tea so she can concentrate better. See how well you can 
compete. Relax now. There really are sixteen names of 
books in this story. 
 
Don’t cheat … the answers are on the back page if you are 
really stuck! 

When someone challenged Galileo  
to explain how God could be so 
powerful and yet care for every 
person, he replied: “the sun, with all 
those planets revolving around it 
and dependant on it, can still ripen a 
bunch of grapes as if it had nothing 
else in the universe to do”. 
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Submitted by Phil-Eve. Senior, Newtown   

This is true: 
 
John Wesley travelled 250,000 miles on 
horseback, averaging 20 miles a day 
for 40 years; preached 4,000 sermons; 
produced 400 books; knew ten 
languages. At 83 he was annoyed that 
he could not write more than fifteen 
hours a day without hurting his eyes, 
and at 86 he was ashamed he could not 
preach more than twice a day. He 
complained in his diary that there was 
an increasing tendency to lie in bed      
until 5.30 in the morning. 

What a surprise! 
 
A taxi passenger tapped the driver on 
the shoulder to ask him something. The 
driver screamed, lost control of the car, 
nearly hit a bus, went on the pavement 
and stopped inches from a shop 
window. 
 
For a second everything went quiet in the cab then the 
driver said, “look mister, don’t ever do that again, you 
scared the living daylights out of me”. 
 
The passenger apologised and said he didn’t realise that a 
little tap would scare him so much. 
 
The taxi driver replied, “sorry, it’s not really your fault, 
today is my first day as a taxi driver. I’ve been driving 
hearses for the last 25 years”. 



Editorial 
A very warm welcome to Rev Jacquie and her husband 
Jon. Croeso! Thank you for letting us interview you! 
We do hope the services planned this quarter will be able 
to take place but do check with your chapel locally. 
Sincere thanks to all our contributors to this edition. 
The next issue covers Christmas; please send items for 
inclusion by mid October 2020, though we are happy to 
receive articles at any time by post: 
Foxglove, Beech Close, Newtown SY16 2QP 
by email: editors.marlow@btinternet.com 
or you can pass to the minister or stewards. 

This magazine is available in glorious 
technicolour on the Circuit website:  
  www.wbhmethodists.org.uk 
Those of you with smart phones or 
tablets can scan this QR code to go straight 
to the website. Bill and Andrea Marlow 

I once made a remark about the hidden books of the Bible 
(merely by a fluke). It kept people looking so hard for the 
facts and for others it was a revelation. Some were in a jam, 
especially since the name of the books were not capitalized, but 
the truth finally struck home to numbers of readers. To others 
it was a real job. We want it to be a most fascinating few mo-
ments for you. Yes, there will be some really easy ones to spot. 
Others may require judges to help them. I will quickly admit it 
usually takes a minister to find one of them, and there will be 
loud lamentations when it is found. A little lady says she 
brews a cup of tea so she can concentrate better. See how well 
you can compete. Relax now. There really are sixteen names of 
books in this story. 
Note: People often mistakenly put an "s " at the end of the 
name of the final book in the Bible. Did you make that mistake 
in solving this word search? The book name is  singular. It's 
simply "Revelation." 

Solution to Bible book name puzzle  


