
Welshpool & Bro Hafren Methodist Circuit 
 

Home Worship Sheet – 27th September 
 

This short act of worship has been prepared and written for 

you by Mrs Andrea Davies. 
 

A Celebration of Harvest 
 

“Our Lord has given once again, 

His blessings fall on every field; 

From tiny seeds the crops have grown, 

Machines can reap the furrows’ yield. 
 

Then let us sing and clap our hands, 

To offer up our thanks and praise; 

This harvest song we bring to you, 

The God we’ll follow all our days.” 
 

Hymn: For the fruits of all creation 

 
To listen to the hymn in a new tab: press Shift and Ctrl together and click here.-  Close the tab after 
the hymn. 
 

   1 For the fruits of this creation, thanks be to God; 

 for the gifts of every nation, thanks be to God; 

 for the ploughing, sowing, reaping, 

 silent growth while we are sleeping, 

 future needs in earth's safe-keeping, thanks be to God. 
 

   2 In the just reward of labour, God's will be done; 

 in the help we give our neighbour, God's will be done; 

 in the world-wide task of caring 

 for the hungry and despairing, 

 in the harvests we are sharing, God's will be done. 
 

   3 For the harvests of the Spirit, thanks be to God; 

 for the good we all inherit, thanks be to God; 

 for the wonders that astound us, 

 for the truths that still confound us, 

 most of all, that love has found us, thanks be to God. 
 

Fred Pratt Green (1903–2000) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XBQnfWIHBJU


We may not be able to meet, sing and celebrate in the usual way but we 
can be truly joyful and very thankful that we are still able to praise God 

and to reach out to each other spiritually. 
 
Let us pray: 

Loving, giving God, we praise and adore you for everything you do for 

us and with us. The simplest Harvest prayer says it all, 

“Thank you God, just, thank you.” 

You are responsible for our being and for everything we have. The 

clothes on our back, the food we eat, our learning, our recreation, the 

hobbies we enjoy, the work we do, the modern technologies we employ, 

the skills of caring and healing that are available to us, all of these have 

come to us through you. The path may have been long and tortuous, 

many others may have been involved, using their individual skills and 

talents, but ultimately everything comes from you and we praise you for 

your unceasing generosity and care. 

We adore you for the beauty you surround us with and the treasures of 

the natural world. There is no match for the wonder of nature and the 

pattern of the changing seasons. We find reassurance in the constant 

renewal of plant and animal life when they are allowed to flourish in 

their own unspoiled habitat. 

“Thank you God, just, thank you” 

We don’t always give thanks for the joys of life, losing sight of our 

blessings when we are not coping with our daily struggles. 

We are often too selfish, taking what we want regardless of the cost to 

others. We don’t always consider the effect our choices may have on 

others, others near and far, whom we may never see. 

We wonder how we got to where we are and we worry about where we 

might be going. We don’t always choose the right path and sometimes 

opt for an easier way. 



Loving, giving God, for all the times we have failed you, we ask for your 

forgiveness..... 

Knowing your love and your generosity we say, 

“Thank you God, just, thank you”. 

Amen. 
 

Psalm 67 (New International Version) 
 
To listen to this reading, by David Suchet from BibleGateway in a new tab press Shift and Ctrl together 
and click here. Close the tab after the reading. 
 

May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face shine on us 

– so that your ways may be known on earth, your salvation among all 

nations. 

May the peoples praise you, God; may all the peoples praise you. 

May the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you rule the peoples with 

equity and guide the nations of the earth. 

May the peoples praise you, God; may all the peoples praise you. 

The land yields its harvest; God, our God, blesses us. 

May God bless us still, so that all the ends of the earth will fear him. 

 

Leviticus 19: 9-10 (The Message) 
 
To listen to this reading, by Kelly Ryan Dolan from BibleGateway in a new tab press Shift and Ctrl 
together and click here. Close the tab after the reading. 
 

When you harvest your land, don’t harvest right up to the edges of your 

field or gather the gleanings from the harvest. Don’t strip your vineyard 

bare or go back and pick up the fallen grapes. Leave them for the poor 

and the foreigner. I am God, your God. 

 

John 4: 31-38 (The Message) 

To listen to this reading, by Kelly Ryan Dolan from BibleGateway in a new tab press Shift and Ctrl 
together and click here. Close the tab after the reading. 
 

In the meantime, the disciples pressed him, “Rabbi, eat. Aren’t you 

going to eat?” 

He told them, “I have food to eat you know nothing about.” 

http://welshpoolmethodist.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Psalm-67.mp3
http://welshpoolmethodist.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Leviticus-19-9-10.mp3
http://welshpoolmethodist.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/John-4-31-38.mp3


The disciples were puzzled. “Who could have brought him food?” 

Jesus said, “The food that keeps me going is that I do the will of the 

One who sent me, finishing the work he started. As you look around 

right now, wouldn’t you say that in about four months it will be time to 

harvest? Well, I’m telling you to open your eyes and take a good look at 

what’s right in front of you. These Samaritan fields are ripe. It’s harvest 

time! 

“The Harvester isn’t waiting. He’s taking his pay, gathering in this grain 

that’s ripe for eternal life. Now the Sower is arm in arm with the 

Harvester, triumphant. That’s the truth of the saying, ‘This one sows, 

that one harvests.’ I sent you to harvest a field you never worked. 

Without lifting a finger, you have walked in on a field worked long and 

hard by others.” 

 

Reflection 

Harvest Festival, a day of celebration, a day chosen on which to offer 

our thanks and praise for another year of growth and fruition. For 

indeed, as the psalm says, 

“The land yields its harvest; God, our God, blesses us.” 

We are indeed blessed, in so many different ways and the truth is that 

much has gone before this time of gathering and storing and 

enjoyment. All of it has contributed to the harvest. 

Harvest is Hard work. It does not matter what kind of harvest we are 

talking about, it has required commitment and hours of labour to do 

everything humanly possible to ensure a good crop. Even with modern 

equipment the hours are long and there has to be careful planning and 

taking advantage of suitable weather conditions. 

Even as everything is gathered in this is not the end, only another 

beginning, a time of Renewal. We have had our harvest of lambs; born 

earlier in the year, the lambs have been fed by their mothers, weaned, 

given fresh pasture, wormed, weighed and dispatched to whatever their 

next destination is. Already it begins again, the breeding ewes have 



been selected, the rams chosen and given extra vitamins and soon they 

will be doing their best to provide next year’s crop of lambs. 

So the grain is combined and the lambs are sold but there is such a 

tremendous Variety of harvests; we are not all farmers, shepherds, 

market gardeners or fruit growers but we can all contribute to God’s 

harvest. A couple of weeks ago Rev. Bill Rowell opened his service with 

a favourite passage of mine from Corinthians, it contains these words, 

“There are many ways of serving: but all of us are serving God by what 

we do.” 

Because of our own individual gifts we have many different ways of 

working and harvesting for God. We may be artistic, musical, an 

excellent cook or baker, we may be a good communicator, a good 

dancer, a good listener, a good friend; whatever our particular strength, 

we can use it to work for God. This morning’s reading from Leviticus 

reminds us not to be selfish, to make sure there is something left for 

others, to share what we have, not take it all for ourselves. Whatever our 

particular gifts there is always someone, who will benefit if we share 

with them. 

The second verse of our reading refers particularly to the poor and the 

foreigner - some things never change! These laws written in Leviticus, 

all those years ago, were laws for God’s people to live by. The section 

our reading is from deals with “moral law”, concern for the 

underprivileged, honesty, justice and fair-dealing. God is also 

concerned about how we care for the natural world and safe-guard his 

creation. The book of laws is not much read these days. So many things 

have changed that many of the laws belong to another age and another 

life-style. The basic principles still remain, among them the requirement 

to share with others, to care for those less fortunate than ourselves. 

 In the gospel reading we are reminded that the time for harvest is now, 

not some time in the future. We have to get on and work at things, to 

take every present opportunity to do our work for God. This may not be 

what we have anticipated doing, it may take us out of our comfort zone 

but we have to be open to what God wants of us. How delighted those 

disciples must have been by the wonderful harvest of fish that Jesus 

provided for them when he appeared to them at the lakeside, after his 



resurrection. How hard it must have been for them to leave what was 

comfortable and familiar and go out to “feed my sheep”, to continue to 

spread the message of Jesus, whatever that might mean for them.  

Whatever we do towards our own harvest for God will take Effort. The 

success of any project, big or small takes real effort. It is that push to 

get up and “do” instead of just thinking about it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The sunflower you see in the picture is my pride and joy. I had bought 

some rockery plants and carefully planted them up, not disturbing any 

of the soil around their roots. After a few days two alien leaves also 

appeared. Initially unrecognisable I was tempted to grub the weed out, 

but I gave this intruder, this hitchhiker, the benefit of the doubt. It took a 

bit of effort too, because before long, I was re-potting and re-potting and 

then staking up and staking up some more. I have been well rewarded, 

one glorious golden bloom, a mini sun, which lights up my garden 

where many of the other flowers are now dying back. A small harvest of 

pleasure, it was worth all the effort and I learned a valuable lesson 

about not rushing to judgement and second chances. 

Traditionally, harvest is all about Sharing and Togetherness and 

again the scriptures point the way. Just as we were reminded to have 

consideration for those less fortunate than ourselves so Psalm 67 tells 

us that, 

“May all the peoples praise you.......for you rule the peoples with 

equity....” 



We are all the same in the sight of God and everyone should be our 

neighbour. In other times we have carried out this sharing with Harvest 

Suppers and Harvest meals now we have to find other ways to share 

our gifts and to keep our feeling of togetherness in our church and 

family communities. In a different context of meaning the gospel 

reading spoke of sower and reaper working together, but now is very 

much the time for us all to work even more closely together, even 

though we are socially distanced. We need to pool our ideas, be bold to 

offer new thinking and to try it out, using all our different kinds of 

expertise!  

We are all serving God by what we do; we are all celebrating his 

goodness and spreading his word. So, I gave a sunflower the 

opportunity to blossom; the next time I encourage someone with a word 

or a smile then that might be the beginning of making their talents grow 

to fruition – who knows? 

It is never easy. As in any harvest, sometimes all the hard work and 

effort do not seem enough and all the problems of the world seem 

insurmountable. In working my way through, letter by letter, what 

harvest means to me I have left until last one very important word, 

Assistance. One thing I am certain of is that if things seem too 

difficult, if our own efforts appear to be in vain, if we feel we just have 

nothing to offer, there is always that Someone just waiting to give us 

the help we need. Instead of feeling we are labouring alone and in vain 

let us share everything with God. He will provide all the assistance we 

need. 

The new Coca Cola campaign in collaboration with “George the Poet” is 

encouraging people to be “open like never before”, to think differently, 

to embrace change and better appreciate what was previously, perhaps 

taken for granted. If we can be open to God “like never before”, who 

knows what harvests we may achieve and celebrate, working with his 

assistance every day. The time for the harvest is now so....... 

“What if the biggest change is you and me? 

What if we choose to be open? 

We’ll weather the storm, 

So I’ll be open like never before.” (George the Poet) 



Let us pray: 
 

Lord of the harvest, 

The time of sowing and reaping are yours. 

The time of weeping and singing are yours, too. 

Thank you for the time of sowing and reaping. 

Let there be harvest in your world. 

We pray for those places in the world where the crops have failed 

And for those where poverty is the result of human aggression and 

human greed... 

We pray for a harvest of peace and plenty and we promise to work with 

you for it, both reaping and sowing. 

Let there be harvest in the hearts of children, women and men. 

We pray for those who are spiritually starved, 

Who long for meaning in their lives and who need to belong. 

Give to your church patience and energy, boldness to speak out and the 

ability to listen.... 

And we promise to work with you for it, both reaping and sowing. 

Let there be harvest in our own lives, and in the lives of those we know 

and love. 

We pray for those who are sick or troubled, for those who are lonely or 

have suffered loss.... 

We pray for ourselves, that, whatever difficulties we face, our lives may 

be grateful and joyful, 

We pray for a harvest of deepened love, more faithful discipleship, 

and we promise to work with you for it, both reaping and sowing. 

Lord of the harvest, 

The time of sowing and reaping are yours, 

The time of weeping and the time of singing are yours too, 

and we promise to work with you for the harvest of your kingdom, both 

reaping and sowing. Amen. 



We join together in spirit to say the prayer that Jesus taught those first 
disciples: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. 

Amen 

 

Hymn: The harvest is here 

 
To listen to the tune in a new tab: press Shift and Ctrl together and click here. ( One verse 
introduction). Close the tab after the hymn. 
 

   1 The harvest is here: earth’s bounty we bring! 

 And as we draw near, God’s mercies we sing. 

 From greenhouse and garden, allotment and store: 

 these love-gifts we offer and praises outpour. 
 

   2 A harvest we bear — our talents and time. 

 A calling to share: such is God’s design. 

 As people of Jesus we honour his name; 

 through our love for neighbour his love we proclaim. 
 

   3 God’s harvest shall come, when all is fulfilled: 

 death’s forces succumb, and violence be stilled. 

 Then all that has breath in Creation restored 

 shall bow down in worship: one Harvest, one Lord! 
 

Dominic Grant (b. 1970) 
Reproduced from Singing the Faith Electronic Words Edition, number 128 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rKjxSnwMMfo


Let us Pray: 

Let us be renewed in love,  

Let us be renewed in faith, 

Let us seek the harvest which is “now” 

And let us be open to God like never before, 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 

 

 

 


