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Farjeon’s poem makes you 
stop and think, I feel. It 
makes you think about how 
we all get caught in the 
events of Advent and the 
celebrations leading up to 
Christmas, until we reach 
the point that we just 
collapse with exhaustion at 
the end of it of all. It is a 
timely reminder to bring our 
beliefs into the equation. To 
tell others that this is not 
merely a ‘holiday’ but that it 
is one of the great festivals 
of the Christian faith which 
has been adopted by many, 
including those of others 
faiths, and those of none. 
 
But what is advent? Well, it 

has an identity that is close 
to that of Lent – a time of 
penitence and fasting.  
Justin Holcombe explains it 
thus: To balance the two 
elements of remembrance 
and anticipation, the first 
two Sundays in Advent  look 
forward to Christ’s second 
coming, and the last two 
Sundays look backward to 
remember Christ’s first 
coming. Over the course of 
the four weeks, Scripture 
readings move from 
passages about Christ’s 
return in judgment, to Old 
Testament passages about 
the expectation of the 
coming Messiah, to New 
Testament passages about 

Advent Thoughts 
 
Keeping Christmas  
By Eleanor Farjeon 
 
How will you your Christmas keep? 
Feasting, fasting, or asleep? 
Will you laugh or will you pray, 
Or will you forget the day? 
 
Be it kept with joy or pray’r, 
Keep of either some to spare; 
Whatsoever brings the day, 
Do not keep but give away. 
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the announcements of 
Christ’s arrival by John the 
Baptist and the Angels. 
 
While it is difficult to keep in 
mind in the midst of holiday 
celebrations, shopping, 
lights and decorations, and 
joyful carols, Advent is 
intended to be a season of 
fasting, much like Lent, and 
there are a variety of ways 
that this time of 
mourning works 
itself out in the 
season. Reflection 
on the violence 
and evil in the 
world cause us to 
cry out to God to 
make things 
right—to put 
death’s dark 
shadows to flight. 
Our exile in the present 
makes us look forward to 
our future Exodus. And our 
own sinfulness and need for 
grace leads us to pray for 
the Holy Spirit to renew his 
work in conforming us into 
the image of Christ. 
 
How many of us think about 
Advent in this profoundly 
deep way? My challenge for 

us all this year is to reflect 
on the true meaning of 
Advent. To pray into it and 
through it, and to celebrate 
the joy of Christ’s coming on 
Christmas Day. 
 
This year it will be different, 
we don’t know how we will 
celebrate at Christmas, and 
we don’t really know what 
will be allowed during 

Advent. But 
perhaps because 
it is a time of 
penitence there 
will be more 
opportunity for 
reflection. The 
frenetic Christmas 
run ups of 
previous years 
won’t be 
happening, at 

least not in the ways that we 
have previously understood. 
This could be an opportunity 
for a real advent that puts 
us in touch with those who 
have gone before to better 
prepare us for the 
celebrations that will come. 
 
I end with a prayer that 
sums up how we may feel 
about Advent: 
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Forgive us Lord when we only want you to come on our 
terms. 
We want to be at Bethlehem, 
but we don't want the bother of the journey. 
We want the word made flesh, 
but we don't want the pains of labour. 
We want reconciliation, 
but we don't want change. 
We want resurrection 
but we don't want the tomb. 
We do want you to come, Lord, but perhaps not just yet. 
 
Forgive us, Lord, when we limit your coming and fix our 
terms. 
Forgive us and bless us and 
come soon. 
Amen. 
 
Wishing you a happy and blessed Christmas and New 
Year, 

Jacquie 
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Submitted by Phil-Eve. Senior, Newtown   

What Christmas is all About 
M.S. Lowndes 

 
 
 

Christmas will always be for us 
A time to reflect on Christ, 

The gift God gave to all the world 
Was the gift of His life. 

 
We know Christmas is not about tinsel 

Nor fancy Christmas wreaths, 
Nor is it about all the decorations 
That adorn our Christmas trees. 

 
And it’s not about Holly or Mistletoe 

Hanging from our doors, 
Nor is it about the gifts that are left 

By the jolly Santa Claus. 
 

Christmas is more than all of this 
And the only reason why, 

We celebrate Christ’s birth together 
And the wonder of His life. 

 
So remember as you celebrate 

Just what it’s all about, 
And invite the Lord to join with you 

Instead of leaving Him out. 
 

For He will always be the reason 
We celebrate this day, 

No substitute the world may offer 
Can take that meaning away.  
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Profile: Jon Purcell. 
Liaison Officer for 
Methodist Archives 

 
In the last issue we profiled 
Rev Jacquie, our newly 
arrived Superintendent 
Minister, so it seems only 
fair to profile her husband 
Jon Purcell who works for 
the Methodist Church as 
Liaison Officer for Methodist 
Archives. 
  
Can you tell us a little bit 
more about this post? 
In July 2017 I took early 
retirement from my post of 
University Librarian and 
Director of Heritage 
Collections at Durham 
University. Coincidentally 
Jacquie pointed out an 
advert in the Methodist 
Recorder where the Church 
were looking for a volunteer 
Archives advisor. I applied 
and was appointed for a 6 
year term so I am half way 
through. 
 
So, you work for the 
Church but don’t get 
paid?  
It’s the good old Methodist 
system of getting two for  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
the price of one but I enjoy 
serving the church and using 
my archives knowledge from 
managing these services in 
4 different UK universities. 
There are compensations, I 
get my annual CPD  (The 
Constitutional Practice and 
Discipline of the Methodist 
Church) before Jacquie and I 
get a Christmas Card from 
the Connexional Team at 
Methodist HQ in London, 
Jacquie doesn’t! I also get to 
meet some very nice 
Methodists. 
 
What does the post 
involve? 
Primarily I am the main link 
between the Church and the 
connexional archives (both 
the church’s historical 
archives and current 
business records) which are 
held in the John Rylands 
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Library at the University of 
Manchester and the archives 
of the Methodist Missionary 
Society which are held at 
the Library of the School of 
Oriental and African Studies, 
University of London. I also 
work with a dedicated team 
of volunteer archivists 
across Britain who work at 
church, circuit and district 
level ensuring that church 
archives are 
managed and 
preserved for 
future generations. 
I also deal with 
donation enquiries 
and, with other 
colleagues, 
incoming heritage 
enquiries received 
by the church. 
 
Dealing with enquiries 
must be interesting! 
It can be. It can range from 
the sublime (being offered 
an original and unknown 
John Wesley letter) to the 
very strange (Can you tell 
me why my Grandmother 
was adopted and moved 
from Yorkshire to Kent; she 
was a Methodist?). These 
enquiries can be interesting 

and involve quite a lot of 
detective work in my 
contracted and very 
flexible!) 7 hours per week! 
So what else do you do in 
your spare time? 
I collect stamps from Britain, 
Ireland and the 
Commonwealth countries 
and am currently completing 
Gibraltar. Ebay is a great 
supplier of my stamps. I 

also like visiting 
National Trust 
properties, hill 
walking, listening 
to music and 
reading (an 
occupational must 
for a librarian!) 
 
 

 
Can we ask how you and 
Jacquie met one another? 
Yes, you can! We met on the 
first day of our Postgraduate 
Management Diploma course 
at Lancashire Polytechnic in 
October 1985. I noticed her 
bright yellow jacket and we 
managed to sit next to one 
another the first evening  
and the rest as they say, is 
history. 
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Focus 
We have now truly entered 
Autumn (this was written in 
October), the clocks have 
"gone back" and British 
Summertime has officially 
ended. An easy way to 
remember which way the 
clocks go is that they "fall 
back" in the Fall and "spring 
forward" in the Spring. 
 
My regular daily exercise, a 2.5 
mile walk around the lanes of 
Kerry, is now taking 
place once again during 
the hours of darkness. 
To do this as safely as I 
can, I wear my huge and 
highly fluorescent yellow 
jacket and a head torch. 
I look a little like Stuart, 
a minion character 
depicted in the childrens' 
animated film Despicable Me!! 
If you don't know about the 
minions, ask your 
grandchildren - they are 
hilarious characters.    
 
My head torch lights up my 
way but it does take a great 
deal of focus and concentration 
to remain on the path, not 
stumble or trip over any debris 
or obstacles and not lose my 
way. I got to thinking about 
how this daily routine might be 
a sort of an analogy for our 

focus in our Christian lives.    
Proverbs 4:25 says "keep your 
eyes straight ahead, ignore all 
sideshow distractions" and 
Psalm 119:1 reads "You're 
blessed when you stay on 
course, walking steadily on the 
road revealed by God". 
 
It's so very easy to get 
distracted by everyday life and 
lose focus on our faith and 
when that happens, we tend to 
stumble along not quite sure of 

our direction. Likewise, if 
I lose focus from the 
path my head torch is 
lighting up, I may well 
become disorientated, 
stumble and lose my way 
slightly. Let's hope none 
of us "lose our way" in 
both senses during the 

dark hours of autumn and 
winter but look forward to 
welcoming the springtime and 
the light it brings with it, as 
well as welcoming Jesus to be 
the "light" in our lives.    
 
Oh and by the way, IF you see 
anyone looking a little like 
Stuart, there's a good chance 
that it's probably me!! 
        
A Thought to ponder:   
"Exercise daily - walk with the 
Lord". 
Mandy Thomas, Pentre Llifior 

Stuart 
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    Ministers 
 

Chair of the Synod:  Rev Dr Stephen Wigley 
Superintendent:   Rev Jacquie Evans 
       01686 625690 

Supernumerary:   Rev J Michael Taylor BD, BA 
Supernumerary:   Rev Penny Burkill 
Supernumerary:   Rev John W Newbury BA 

 
 

    Local Preachers  
 
Mr Terry M Jobling OBE 
Mrs Eileen Jobling  
Mr Graham Smith 
Mrs Eleri Williams  
Mrs Doris McNulty  
Mrs Maureen Douglas 
Mr John Harbron 
Mrs Kat Bond (on trial) 
Mrs Andrea Davies (on trial) 
 
 

    Worship Leaders    
 

  Mr Alan Bradburn and Mrs Anthea Bradburn 
  Mr Derek Painter (in training) 
 
 
    Visiting Preachers 

 
Mr Nigel Evans 
Rev Marian Jones 
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Church 06-Dec 13-Dec 20-Dec 27-Dec

& Hymn 2nd Sun of Advent 3rd Sun of Advent 4th Sun of Advent 1st Sun of Christmas

Books Mark 1:1-8 John 1:6-8, 19-28 Luke 1:26-38 Luke 2:22-40

Welshpool 9.00

H ON 10.45 Smith Jones HC P & P Christmas E Jobling

 StF WB 6.00

Cefn 10.00

H ON 6.00

P Llifior 2.30 AACG Evans HC AACG AACG

H StF WB 

Newtown 10.30 Evans HC Davies Burkill CS

H StF WB 6.00

Caersws 10.30 UP Evans HC Bond Smith

H WB

Trefeglwys 10.00 T Jobling Evans HC

H M 

Llawr Y Glyn

T
im

e
s

Visit www.wbhmethodists.org.uk for any changes to the Plan
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03-Jan 10-Jan 17-Jan 24-Jan 31-Jan

2nd Sun of Christmas 1st Sun in Ord 2nd Sun in Ord 3rd Sun in Ord 4th Sun in Ord

John 1:1-9, 10-18 Mark 1:4-11 John 1:43-51 Mark 1:14-20 Mark 1:21-28

Jones Cov T Jobling Harbron Evans HC

@ St Mary's UA 
Evans?

Evans Cov AACG Smith AACG Bond

Evans Cov Smith E Jobling Harbron T Jobling

11am @ Llanwnog Evans Cov Davies Williams E Jobling

Burkill Cov Evans N Evans
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Church 07-Feb 14-Feb 21-Feb 28-Feb

& Hymn 5th Sun in Ord 6th Sun in Ord 7th Sun in Ord 8th Sun in Ord

Books Mark 1:29-39 Mark 1:40-45 Mark 2:1-12 Mark 2:13-22

Welshpool 9.00

H ON 10.45 Davies Jones HC N Evans Evans

 StF WB 6.00

Cefn 10.00

H ON 6.00

P Llifior 2.30 AACG Evans HC AACG Harbron

H StF WB 

Newtown 10.30 Evans HC N Evans Burkill T Jobling

H StF WB 6.00

Caersws 10.30 UB T Jobling Evans HC Harbron

H WB

Trefeglwys 10.00 Evans HC Bond

H M 

Llawr Y Glyn

Visit www.wbhmethodists.org.uk for any changes to the Plan

T
im

es
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REFERENCES USED IN THE PLAN 
 

BOOKS       UNITED SERVICES 
H Hymns and Psalms   UA at Anglican 
M Methodist Hymn Book   UB at Baptist 
ON Methodist Hymns Old & New  UM at Methodist 
S The Source     UP at Presbyterian 
StF Singing the Faith    URC at URC            
WB Methodist Worship Book  UW  at Welsh Chapel 
             
SERVICES      OTHER 
AA    All Age Worship    T  Transport Required  
AACG  All Age Cell Group   TS Trial Service 
ATS    Afternoon Tea Service 
BAP    Baptism 
BC    Breakfast Church 
BTCS  Back to Church Sunday 
CA    Chapel Anniversary 
CAP    Christians Against Poverty 
C&C    Carols and Christingle 
CHS    Community Hymn Singing 
CMM   Christian Music Ministries 
Cov    Covenant 
CS    Carol Service 
EO      Easter Offering Dedication 
FF    Flower Festival       
HC    Holy Communion 
HF    Harvest Festival 
Jub     Jubilate  
LA     Local Arrangement 
LS    Lambing Service 
P&P    Prayer and Praise 
SKS    Sankey Service 
SoP    Songs of Praise 
SS    Sectional Service 
TF    Welshpool Transport Festival  
WCT   Welshpool Churches Together 
UnS    Circuit United Service 



 Page 14 

  CLUE ANSWER 

1 WINAN   

2 SL   

3 HWWVB   

4 HDTFL   

5 ANC   

6 OMSATWIG   

7 GITF   

8 OIDOIW   

9 ROL   

10 TGBTG   

11 AG   

12 BSFTPOTL   

13 GTWAGH   

14 LUHFLU   

15 LDALE   

16 SYF   

17 SOCA   

18 GTOTAS   

19 TITD   

20 WWWWTL   

21 WAFWHIJ   

22 WPTCITR   

23 AWM   

24 WYAH   

25 TLLOM   

26 JCUOTT   

27 JTTW   

28 CDOLD   

29 FVE   

30 HGTWWWIHH   

HYMN Quiz – some hymns to lift your spirits. 
Below are the first lines of some well known hymns. 
For example PMSTKOH = Praise my soul the King of Heaven 

Good luck and enjoy singing along. 
If you are really stuck answers on page 19.   Jon Purcell 
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Smile Awhile! 
An Arab Sheik was admitted 
to hospital for heart surgery. 
Prior to the surgery the 
doctors needed to store his 
blood in case the need 
arose. As the gentleman had 
a rare type of blood it 
couldn’t be found locally so 
the call went out. Finally a 
Scotsman was 
located who had a 
similar blood type. 
The Scot willingly 
donated his blood 
for the Arab. 
 
After the surgery, the Arab, 
to show his appreciation for 
the donated blood, sent the 
Scotsman a new BMW, 
diamonds and US dollars. 
 
A couple of days later, once 
again the Arab had to go 
through corrective surgery. 

His doctor telephoned the 
Scot who was more than 
happy to donate his blood 
again. After the second 
surgery the Arab sent the 
Scotsman a thank you card 
and a box of Quality Street 
chocolates. The Scotsman 
was shocked that the Arab 
did not reciprocate his kind 

gesture as he had 
anticipated. He 
phoned the Arab and 
said “ I thought you 
would be generous 

again and that you would 
give me diamonds and 
money but you only gave 
me a card and some Quality 
Street chocolates”. To this 
the Arab replied “Aye laddie, 
but now I have Scottish 
blood in my veins”. 
 Submitted by 

Phil-Eve. Senior 
Newtown   

Four stages in a 
man's life 
 
 
1) You believe in Santa 
2) You don't believe in Santa 
3) You are Santa 
4) You look like Santa 
 

 What time of day was 
Adam created? 
Just a little before Eve. 
 

 Why didn’t they play 
cards on the ark 
Because Noah was 
always standing on the 
deck. 
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Young People’s Page 
Don't Miss Christmas!
Don't mistake all 
the tinsel and 
lights for the real 
meaning of 
Christmas. 
 
And she gave birth to her 
firstborn, a son. She wrapped him 
in cloths and placed him in a 
manger, because there was no 
room for them in the inn. 
   Luke 2:7 (NIV)  
 
We just love Christmas, don't 
you? What do you like best about 
Christmas? Is it the Christmas 
tree with its blinking lights? Maybe 
it's the beautiful music or the 
delicious Christmas goodies. 
Perhaps it's Christmas dinner with 
turkey and all of the trimmings. 
For many people the best thing 
about Christmas is the presents -- 
both the ones we give and the 
ones we receive. Especially the 
ones we receive!  
 
Hmmm... Can you think of 
anything we have left out? Oh 
yes! It's someone's birthday, isn't 
it? It is Jesus' birthday. You know, 
sometimes we get so caught up in 
all of the decorations, lights, 
parties, and presents that we miss 
the real Christmas. 
That reminds us of a story we 
heard about a little boy who had 
always wanted to go to a circus. 
One day he was walking down the 

street when he saw a poster in a 
shop window. The poster said that 
a circus was coming to town and 
that a ticket to the circus cost £5. 
 
The boy ran home and asked his 
daddy if he would give him £5 to 
go to the circus on Saturday. His 
daddy told him that if he would 
work hard and get all of his chores 
done, he would give him £5 to go 
to the circus. Saturday morning 
came and the boy got up early 
and did all of his chores. 
"I have done all of my chores" 
the boy told his dad. 
The boy's father gave him £5 and 
the boy headed into town filled 
with excitement about seeing wild 
animals, trapeze artists, and all of 
the things that come with a circus. 
 
Since he arrived in town so early, 
he was on the front row when the 
circus parade started down the 
main street of town. The boy was 
thrilled when the animals and 
other circus acts paraded by. 
 
At the end of the parade came the 
clowns and following the clowns 
was the ringmaster. When the 
ringmaster passed by where he 
was standing, the boy ran out into 
the street, took his folded £5 note 
from his pocket, and handed it to 
the ringmaster. 
"Thanks," mister, said the boy, 
"that was a great circus." Then he 
turned around and walked home. 
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He never knew what he had 
missed. He thought he had been 
to the circus, but he had only 
been to the parade. 
 
If we are not careful, we can be 
like that little boy. We can get so 
caught up in the celebration, the 
decorations, and the gifts that we 

miss the real Christmas -- the 
birthday of our Saviour, Jesus 
Christ. 
Dear Jesus, it is your birthday. We 
pray that we won't get so caught 
up in the celebration that we miss 
the real Christmas. Amen. 
 

Adapted from Sermons4Kids 

Spiral Christmas Puzzle 

If you need a little help, here is a list of the words used in this puzzle. 

Mary 
star 

stable 
angels 
baby 

donkey 
Joseph 
manger 

shepherds 
inn 

Jesus 
Bethlehem 

worship 
gifts 
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Toast to the future 
 
Here’s to the old year and here’s to the new, 
Here’s to visions and dreams coming true, 
A world filled with harmony, peace for mankind, 
With bounty for sharing and want hard to find. 
 
A toast to the future, and all it can hold, 
With moments to treasure and love to enfold, 
With hope for tomorrow, dispelling all fears, 
And faith growing stronger and warming the years. 
 
Go forward with courage, no doubt or dismay, 
The future is waiting, beginning today! 
 

Iris Hesselden 
 

Daily Survival Kit 
Toothpick - to remind you to pick out the best qualities in 
others.  
Rubber band - to remind you to be flexible. 
Pen - to remind you to list your blessings every day. 
Tube of glue - to remind you to stick with it; you can 
accomplish that task. 
Tea bag - to remind you to relax daily. 
Bandage and Plasters - to remind you to heal hurt 
feelings, yours and someone else’s. 
 

    Submitted by Shan Calvert, Newtown 

I n the end, it’s not the years in your life that count. 
It’s the life in your years.  

         Abraham Lincoln 
 
  Submitted by Doreen Robinson, Newtown 
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Solution to the hymn quiz  
  CLUE ANSWER 

1 WINAN When I needed a neighbour 

2 SL Sovereign Lord 

3 HWWVB He who would valiant be 

4 HDTFL How deep the father’s love 

5 ANC A new commandment 

6 OMSATWIG One more step along the way I go 

7 GITF Great is thy faithfulness 

8 OIDOIW Oft in danger oft in woe 

9 ROL Restore O Lord 

10 TGBTG To God be the Glory 

11 AG Amazing Grace 

12 BSFTPOTL Be still for the presence of the Lord 

13 GTWAGH Give thanks with a grateful heart 

14 LUHFLU Lead us heavenly Father lead us 

15 LDALE Love divine all loves excelling 

16 SYF Seek ye first 

17 SOCA Soldiers of Christ arise 

18 GTOTAS Glorious things of thee are spoken 

19 TITD This is the day 

20 WWWWTL When we walk with the Lord 

21 WAFWHIJ What a friend we have in Jesus 

22 WPTCITR Who put the colour in the rainbow 

23 AWM Abide with me 

24 WYAH Will your anchor hold 

25 TLLOM This little light of mine 

26 JCUOTT Jesus calls us o’er the tumult 

27 JTTW Joy to the world 

28 CDOLD Come down o love divine 

29 FVE Faithful vigil ended 

30 HGTWWWIHH He’s got the whole wide world in his hands 



Editorial 
Wishing you all a joyful and peaceful 

Christmas and a very Happy New Year. 
A big thank you to those who have contributed to this 
issue; we really appreciate receiving material on any 
suitable theme. If in doubt, please send it anyway! 
The next issue covers Easter; please send items for 
inclusion by mid January 2021, though we are happy to 
receive articles at any time by post: 
 - Foxglove, Beech Close, Newtown SY16 2QP 
 - by email: editors.marlow@btinternet.com 
   or - you can pass to the minister or stewards. 

This magazine is available in glorious 
technicolour on the Circuit website:  
  www.wbhmethodists.org.uk 
Those of you with smart phones or 
tablets can scan this QR code to go straight 
to the website. Bill and Andrea Marlow 

Erratum: It was pointed out to us that John Wesley preached 
40,000 sermons and not 4,000 as indicated in the last issue. 

Christmas Services Across the Circuit 
 
Tuesday 8th December: Welshpool 7pm, annual Service 
of Light to remember all who will not be with us. 
Tuesday 15th December: Pentre Llifior 6.30pm, listen to 
Christmas carols. Invited guests only due to restrictions. 
Thursday 24th December: 
Newtown 11.30pm Christmas Eve Communion Service. 
Welshpool 11.30pm Christmas Eve Communion Service. 
Friday 25th December: 
Caersws 10.30am United Christmas Day Service. 
Pentre Llifior 10.30am Christmas Day Gathering. 
 


