
Welshpool Methodist Church, High Street 
 

“Celebrating and Sharing God’s Love” 
 

“IN TOUCH” issue 30, 5th May 2021 

 

News and Updates 
 

 

1. Birthday Wishes – May seems a popular month for birthdays, as we know several 

of you who will be celebrating yours in the coming days! Good wishes to you all, 

but especially to the matriarch of our church family Leah Smith, who will be 99 on 

12th, to Rozel Kneale who will be 91 on the same day, and to Mildred Brown, who 

will be 93 on 15th. We hope you all have a special day to celebrate.  

 

2. Condolences – we extend our sincere sympathy to Andrea Davies and her family 

following the death of Andrea’s father, Cyril Hockham, at the age of 104. (Some of 

you will remember him coming to support one of our Jubilate concerts a few years 

ago.) Until his last admission to hospital, he had continued to live at home, and only 

retired from singing with his local Male Voice Choir relatively recently. He was much 

involved in church life, and we know he will be greatly missed.  

 

3. Thanks – Joan Corbett would like to thank all who sent her cards and good 

wishes for her 96th Birthday. She was amazed that she even received greetings via 

Facebook! She had a very special and enjoyable day. 
 

4. Morning Worship – on 9th May our service will be led by Revd Marian and will 

include Holy Communion. If you haven’t booked yet, please do so ASAP. (Phone: 

850514 or email: rhodes4144@gmail.com). On Sunday 16th May, John Harbron will 

be leading our worship – booking will not be necessary. 
 

5. Bible Reading – the group meets on alternate Thursdays at 12 noon. This month 

we continue reading the shorter letters of the New Testament. The next sessions are 

on 6th and 20th May. June will be Bible Month, when, with Christians around the UK, 

we will be studying the Gospel of St Mark. Further details in the next issue.  

 

6. Derek’s Quiz Evenings – the last Friday Zoom Quiz before the Summer break will 

be on Friday 7th May at 7.30pm. There will be no quiz on 14th but on Thursday 20th at 

7.30pm, as a ‘Grand Finale’, the Friday Welshpool teams will compete against the 

Thursday Newtown teams! It should be a fun evening! We thank Derek for providing 

us with some great weekly entertainment over the last few months. 
 

7. Other activities - as “community activities within a place of worship can meet, 

with up to 15 participants, from 3rd May”, two of our other activities are resuming this 

month(the requirements for social distancing and face coverings will still apply):  

Jubilate (Faith, Fun, Fellowship & Flasks – but no singing!) resumes weekly from 

Monday 10th, 10.15am and Gallery Discussion Group on the 3rd Fridays from Friday 

21st, 7pm. In addition, the Walking Group resumes on the 4th Saturdays from 

Saturday 22nd (walking at Llanymynech Rocks) – meet at church at 10.30am, with  a 

picnic lunch (weather permitting). Phone Derek for details (01938 556117)      
 

8. Reminder – Worship Sheets and recorded weekly services via Zoom continue to 

be prepared, but if you have the Worship Sheet delivered or sent by post, and you 

no longer require it as you are attending live worship, please let us know (850514).  



From Revd Marian: ‘High Days and Holy Days’ 
 

This year, Ascension Day, falls on May 13th. It’s always a Thursday, 40 days after 

Easter Day. I confess to envy – in my school days, Roman Catholic children were 

allowed time off school on Ascension Day to go to church as it was a ‘Holy Day of 

Obligation’, a day when they were ‘required’ to attend church, and those 

belonging to the Church in Wales had time off school to go to church as well. It’s 

the day that the worldwide church commemorates Jesus returning to the Father 

after convincing the remaining eleven disciples that his presence would be with 

them always. No longer confined to one place and time, the Ascension of Christ 

proclaims his presence in every time and place, and many Methodist Churches 

have a service in the evening on Ascension Day. The story of the Ascension is 

recorded by Luke in his gospel (Luke 24: 50-53) and in the Acts of the Apostles (Acts 

1: 6-11) as well as by Mark (Mark 16: 19). 
 

May 14th is the feast day of St Matthias who, according to the Acts of the Apostles, 

was chosen by the apostles to replace Judas Iscariot following Judas’ betrayal of 

Jesus and his death. It’s believed that Matthias died about 80AD but it is his 

appointment that I find interesting – he’s the earliest ‘apostle’ not chosen personally 

by Jesus; he was chosen before the Holy Spirit descended on the followers of Jesus 

gathered in the Upper Room and the record in Acts tells that Matthias had been 

with Jesus from his baptism by John until the ascension into heaven (Acts 1: 21-26). 

There are those who suggest that Matthias could have been one of the seventy (or 

seventy two) sent out by Jesus (Luke 10). He was chosen in a most un-Methodist 

way: ‘they cast lots’ to choose between him and Joseph Barsabbas. An ancient 

text written by Hippolytus of Rome names Matthias ‘who supplied the vacant place 

in the number of the twelve apostles’ as a bishop and it’s possible that he served 

the church in Ethiopia. He’s become the patron saint of carpenters and tailors as 

well as alcoholics. 
 

Most of us know about St Christopher, the paton saint of travellers, whose image 

appears on key rings and medallions. He is commemorated on July 25th, except 

when that date falls on a Sunday (as it will do this year), so someone else has been 

kicked out on May 21st to make room for him. The most famous legend tells that he 

carried a child, who was unknown to him, across a flooded river, before the child 

revealed himself as Christ. He was beheaded in 251AD having been brought before 

the local king on the southern coast of Turkey and charged with comforting 

Christians who were about to be martyred. The king tried to tempt Christopher with 

women and riches but he converted the women to Christianity, as he had 

converted many people in the area, and shunned the riches offered. St 

Christopher’s Island in Antarctica is named after him. 
 

Pentecost is celebrated 50 days after Easter Sunday and falls this year on May 23rd. 

Pentecost was one of the Jewish feast days, the Feast of Weeks or of Harvest. It’s 

the beginning of the early wheat harvest, Palestine having two harvests each year – 

the first in May/June and the second in the autumn. The Feast of Weeks is recorded 

in the Old Testament, in Exodus (chapters 23 and 24), Leviticus (ch 16), Numbers (ch 

28) and Deuteronomy (ch 16). Earlier, there was the Festival of Firstfruits, then fifty 

days or seven weeks later, the Festival of Weeks. So, on Easter Day, the Christian 

Church celebrates the Resurrection of Jesus and St Paul describes to the church in 



Corinth how Christ is the ‘firstfruit’ – the first to rise from the dead: ‘... But in fact Christ 

has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have died. For since 

death came through a human being, the resurrection of the dead has also come 

through a human being’ (1 Corinthians 15: 20-21). Seven weeks later is the Harvest – 

Pentecost. Jesus promised that he would leave and that he would send the Holy 

Spirit. At Pentecost we celebrate the Spirit empowering the followers of Jesus, 

gathered in one place, waiting for the fulfilment of his promise (Acts 2). The result is 

that Peter, who regularly put his foot in it, found the courage to tell the crowds 

gathered in Jerusalem about Jesus of Nazareth. It was the moment the church was 

born as thousands (about three thousand people were baptised – Acts 2: 41) 

became followers of Jesus. Some harvest! We continue to proclaim that God’s Spirit 

empowers us, the followers of Jesus today.  

 

 

Sing Praises with Julia! (Julia’s choice of hymns for May)  
 

My choices this month are from the latter half of the 20th century. During May we 

will see celebrations of the Ascension and Pentecost events. My first choice is ‘Christ 

Triumphant, ever reigning’(StF 319). The writer, Michael Saward, has been a 

member of the Church Commissioners and General Synod, and a residentiary 

Canon of St Paul’s Cathedral. He has written numerous other hymns in the latter 20th 

century. The two most used tunes for this hymn are the 1966 published Michael 

Baughen composition, named after the lyric itself (former Bishop of Chester and 

Chair of the Central Readers Council for the Church of England, he has been one 

of the 20th century’s most popular composers of hymn tunes) or alternatively, we 

may find ourselves singing it to the tune ‘Guiting Power’ published in the 1980s 

alongside the hymn. Both have to find a way to adjust themselves to the movement 

of the words. The chorus in particular is full of praise and each tune gives a different 

emphasis on the words: “Yours the glory and the crown, the high renown, the 

eternal name.” A beautiful hymn for Ascensiontide. 
 

As a Pentecost choice, ‘The Spirit lives to set us free ... Walk, walk in the Light’ (StF 

397) is such a lovely hymn to move around to when we are able to do so in our 

worship.  I often chose this with my congregation of deaf people and we swayed 

and moved our hands and arms. (It’s quite possible the Ratlinghope congregation 

can recall my singing of this one!) It is one we often used  guitar to accompany. The 

repeated phrase ‘Walk in the Light’ makes it a bright and easy hymn for younger 

children to join in, even though it is rather a lot of the same. But the tune we use 

gives the phrase a different treatment in the verse, whilst giving us the go ahead for 

an uplifting chorus. Damian Lundy penned both words and music. He was a 

religious brother, an innovator in Catholic ministry and Education. He is credited 

with devising a model for what became Catholic Residential Youth Work. Sadly he 

died in 1997 aged 53, but is considered one of the latter 20th century’s respected 

hymn writers.  

 

I offer these hymns to those of you who may want to sing in your kitchens, to give 

your vocal cords a little practice. (Each Monday I email members of Jubilate with 

my hymn for the week, so do join in with the singers, in spirit if not in the flesh.) 

My best wishes, Julia. 



“God in Love Unites Us” - report from the Wales Synod meeting via zoom on 26 April  
 

“God in Love Unites Us” is the title of the report on Marriage and Relationships 

prepared for the Methodist Conference in 2019 by a Task Group set up in 2016. The 

report is ‘a thorough examination of some aspects of our common humanity, in 

particular our relationships, our sexuality and our position on cohabitation and 

marriage.’ In the introduction to the Report, the Revd Kenneth G Howcroft, Chair of 

the Task Group, asks “How can we best live in relationships today?” and observes 

that within our circles of friends, family and acquaintances, most of us will have at 

least some experience of conventional two-parent families, single parent families, 

cohabiting couples, single people, people who have divorced and remarried, 

same-sex partnerships, and many others. We know that we will not all agree, yet “as 

the Methodist people we have chosen to journey on together, to address the 

questions of how we can live and love appropriately, and find ways of living with 

contradictory convictions.” (Visit www.methodist.org.uk/MandR19/ for full report)  
 

Each Circuit has held meetings to discuss the report, submitting feedback to District 

Synods, all of which have now met to vote on the proposals prior to the 2021 

Conference in June-July. The final results show that 29 out of a total of 30 Synods are 

in favour of the proposals, which include same-sex marriage in Methodist Churches.  
 

Our circuit representives Revd Jacquie, Michael Jones and Janice Rhodes, were 

three of the 126 attendees at the meeting, via zoom, of the Wales Synod on 26th 

April. What follows is a brief summary of the proposals, together with the results of 

the Wales Synod vote (numbers in favour) followed by the % vote in favour across 

the Connexion.  
 

 

 

1. Principles of Good Relating: 

 

 

 

 

“All significant relationships should be built on self-giving love, commitment, fidelity, 

loyalty, mutual respect, equality and the desire for the mutual flourishing of the 

people involved....” (122 – 95%) 
 

 
 

2. Cohabitation: 
 

 

 

 

 

“The Church recognises that the love of God is present within the love of human 

beings who are drawn to each other, and who enter freely into some form of life-

enhancing committed relationship, whether that be through informal cohabitation 

or a more formal commitment entered into publicly...” (110 – 84%) 
 

 
 

 

3. Guidance on Marriage - a number of clauses, including: 
 

 

 

:“The Methodist Church welcomes everyone whether a member or not, who 

enquires about an intended marriage in any of its places of worship”.... 

 
 
 

 

“The Methodist Church recognises that different views are held about the 

interpretation of the Bible and Christian tradition.... but has decided to respect and 

make practical provisions for  marriage between any two people...”  
 

 

 “Where there is a desire to use a place of worship for a marriage or a service of 

blessing, managing trustees (Church Council) should consider whether they wish to 

agree to the request solely for marriages/blessings of mixed-sex couples, or for both 

mixed-sex and same-sex couples...” (108 – 78%) 

http://www.methodist.org.uk/MandR19/


4. Principle of same-sex marriage: 
 

“Conference consents in principle to the marriage of same-sex couples on 

Methodist premises throughout the Connexion....” (104 – 75%) 
 

5. Amendments to Standing Orders, including: 
 

 

 * Within the Methodist Church marriage is understood in two ways – it can only be 

between a man and a woman; or, it can be between any two people. The 

Methodist Church affirms both understandings and makes provision for them in 

Standing Orders 
 

 

 

* Under no circumstances does the Conference require any person subject to the 

discipline of the church to officiate at, or participate in, the marriage of a particular 

couple, should it be contrary to the dictates of his or her conscience to do so 
 

 

* No same-sex marriage may take place on Methodist premises unless the 

managing trustees have approved the use of the premises for that purpose and 

taken any necessary steps required under the applicable law....  (105 – 80%) 
 
 

The uiltimate decision will be made by Methodist Conference meeting in June-July. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

From Betty H: ‘Pause for Thought’(Oliver McTernan) 
 

“The Bible tells us that we are made in the ‘image and likeness of God’. 
 

Living alongside and interacting with people of different races and beliefs has 

helped me to appreciate that the Bible is not talking about outward appearances.  

 

It is our human capacity to relate to others, regardless of race, religion, sexuality etc, 

to be compassionate and to love unconditionally, that makes us Godlike.”  

 

From Graham: “The Very Thought” (Gerard Kelly) 
 

I love the very thought of Heaven: 

where angels sing in perfect, perpetual choir practice. 

Where Father, Son and Spirit rule unchallenged and are honoured in full measure. 
 
 

I love the very thought of Heaven: 

but I was not made to live there. I was not made to walk on clouds, 

and bask eternally in immaterial splendour. 
 
 

I was made for this green planet: 

this tight ball of aching beauty, 

alive with the unending possibilities of his creative power. 
 
 

I was made for the sunshine that blazes through the veins of a leaf, 

and glints on the tiny, perfect back of a ladybird crossing my arm. 

I was made to be human in this most human of places. 
 
 

I was made for earth: the earth is my home. 

That’s why I’m glad that God, more than anyone, is a friend of the earth: 

prepared as he was to die for its release. 
 
 

And that’s why I’m glad that the magnificent, jewelled foundations 

of the mighty pearly gates 

will be anchored deeply and forever in the soil of the earth. 



From Terry J: Saint Benno and the Frog From ACTA SANCTORUM (translated by Waddell) 
 

It was often the habit of Saint Benno, the man of God, to go about the fields in 

meditation and prayer, and once, as he passed by a certain marsh, a talkative frog 

was croaking in its slimy waters, and, lest it should disturb his contemplation, he 

bade it be a Seraphian, inasmuch as all frogs are mute. But when he had gone on 

a little way, he called to mind the saying in Daniel: 

“O ye whales and all that move in the waters, bless the Lord. 

  O all ye beasts and cattle bless the Lord.” 

And fearing lest the singing of the frogs might perchance be more agreeable to 

God than his own praying, he again issued his command to them, that they should 

praise God in their accustomed fashion; and soon the air and the fields were 

vehement with their conversation. 
 

From Terry P: “The lighter side of Covid” (from Beckminster Methodist Church magazine)  
 

Susie Dent (of channel 4 Countdown’s Dictionary Corner), in her new book “Word 

Perfect” introduces some new words that have entered the language as a result of 

Covid. Here are a few she singles out (and a final one from the magazine’s editor): 
 

Covidiot – someone flouting all the rules of social distancing 
 

Quarantini – a cocktail made from the ingredients at the back of the cupboard 

(and, one hopes, unlikely to be found in Methodist households!) 
 

Covid 15 – referring to the 15lbs of weight put on through eating your way through 

the fridge! 
 

Doughverkill – the excessive number of pictures on social media of breadmaking 
 

Bord-eaux – wine drunk when there is nothing else to do! 
 

Claphazard – someone so caught up with applauding NHS workers that they ignore 

social distancing guidelines (also known as space invaders at other times) 
 

Coronavitis – the state of being unable to think or speak of anything else  
 

From Barbara: “Lockdown Decluttering” (by Janet Segal, from a newspaper’s Poetry Corner) 
 

 

 

 

 

When I woke up this morning, I had a great thought.. 

“I will clear out the wardrobe, and dump old clothes I’ve bought!” 

All of them strewn now, right across the floor, 

So many outfits, right up to the door. 

Dresses and trousers I haven’t seen for years - 

Memories of the days I wore them have reduced me to tears. 

Hot pants, flares, and frocks that make me look like a sack.... 

But you know how quickly fashion changes – I’d best put them back! 
 

Why on earth have I got clothes in a size 10?  

I don’t remember being so slim way back then. 

Maybe if I diet and eat sensibly (what I lack), 

They might then fit me? Best to put them back! 

It’s all going smoothly, the bedroom floor’s clearing fast –  

One things for sure - these old clothes were made to last! 

I’ve got one top to go to charity, so that’s really fine. 

After all that hard work, I’ll have a nice glass of wine! 



From Andrea: to make you smile (received from her son in the States) 
 

Jesus looked across the table and asked, “So, where have you been? I haven’t 

seen you for months.” 
 

God replied, “I’ve been all around Wales.” 
 

Jesus was shocked, “There’s a pandemic for over a year and you’ve been in Wales! 

What were you doing there?” 
 

God smiled and quietly replied, “Working from home, Son, working from home.” 

 

And on a more serious note, Andrea sent me this poem she had written following 

what turned out to be her last visit to see her dad before he passed away. I’m sure 

those of us who have been in a similar situation with our loved ones, as they have 

gradually slipped away from us, will be able to empathise with the feelings she is 

expressing – and rejoice at the memories they have left behind. 
 

 

 

 

 

Andrea has given her blessing for her poem to be published in “In Touch” 

 

Two Sisters and a Dad 
 

This time, he didn’t know us... 

“Two lovely ladies,” he murmured, 

“but I don’t know who you are.” 

Even when we said our names 

His eyes were blank, 

Dark with confusion. 

We talked about things he would know 

And there were fragments, 

Words we could understand  

If we leaned in close 

To catch every breath. 

“The church should never have been closed, never!” 

He asked for his wife - 

And then remembered.  
 

We held him.  

A bag of warm bones 

That we could not put together again, 

Not like he had mended us, 

Time and again over the years. 

 

Outside we clung together 

Before one of us voiced 

A happier recollection. 

We shall remember the good years, 

The Peter Pan years, 

When those eyes twinkled with mischief and merriment, 

Lit up and shone with laughter, love and a life well-lived. 

So many memories, 

And we shall pass them on!                             Andrea Davies – April 2021 



Laughter, the best medicine! 
 

The Curate was convinced of the importance of involving the congregation in the 

Family Service Sermon. 

“Who was the funniest man in the Bible?” he asked. 

A teenager prompty replied: “Samson. He brought the house down.” 

(We never did learn what the ‘correct’ answer might be.) 
 

And from church announcements: 
 

For those of you who have children and don’t know it we have a nursery downstairs... 

 

This being Easter Sunday we will ask Mrs Lewis to come forward and lay an egg on 

the altar. 
 

At the evening service tonight the sermon topic will be ‘What is hell?’ Come early 

and listen to our choir practice.   

 

From Betty H: A Garden Quiz 
 

1. What flower did the Victorians call a Gillyflower? 

2. Which flower was once more costly than gold? 

3. Who was the presenter of Gardeners’ World from 1969 to 1976? 

4.  Who is the Patron Saint of Gardeners, Horticulture, Florists, Brides and Brewers? 

5. Which flower is also Goddess of the Rainbow in Greek mythology? 

6. Dianthus Barbatus gets its common name from a story about young lovers 

 separated by the sea. How do we better know this flower? 

7. Lathyrus Odoratus is a flowering plant used in early experiments in genetics. 

 By what name is this flower known? 

8. When and in what format did Sanders Encyclopaedia of Gardens first 

 appear? 

9. Who founded the system of naming plants, along with their Latin names, 

 which we use today?  

10. When did John Innes Horticulture Institution demonstrate that a variety of 

 plants could be grown in one standard compost? 

 

Answers to puzzles in issue 29: Newspapers 
 

 

1.  Express  6.  Mail   11.  Guardian    

2.  Mirror      7.  Chronicle  12.  Times  

3.  Sun      8. Telegraph   13.  People  

4.  Star     9.  Observer  14.  Independent  

5.  Herald          10.  Spectator  15. News of the World  
1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to those who have contributed to this issue. Please keep your items coming 

in! For Issue 31, out on 19th May, please send to rhodes4144@gmail.com, tel. 

850514, or to ‘Brynteg’, Castle Caereinion, Welshpool, SY21 9AS, by 15th May.    

mailto:rhodes4144@gmail.com

