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News and Updates 
 

 

1. Congratulations - to Eric and Jean Pacey who will be celebrating their Diamond 

Wedding Anniversary on 8th July. We extend good wishes to them and also, 

belatedly, to Lyn Jenkins, who celebrated a “Big Birthday” on 14th June! 
 

2. Thanks  - Edith would like to thank all her friends for the lovely cards she received 

for her birthday. “I had a nice day, celebrating with the Fellowship over a Cream 

Tea at the Derwen (despite the pouring rain!) I would like to thank friends too for 

phone calls during lockdown. They were a good help during a lonely time”.  
 

3. Services in July, 10.45am    (Please book for Communion Services, 850514) 
 

Sunday 4th  Revd Jacquie 

   Tea will be served in a 15 minute break after the service, before 

   the annual General Church Meeting. We hope many of you will 

   be able to stay on for this short but important meeting when we 

   review the past year, set goals for the next, and elect stewards, 

   and representatives to Church Council.     

 

 

Sunday 11th  Revd Marian (Holy Communion)  
 

 

Sunday 18th  Prayer and Praise 
 

 

Sunday 25th  Revd Jacquie (Holy Communion)     
 

4. Feedback please!  A monthly Zoom recorded service will be available in July and 

August, as well as the weekly Worship Sheets. We would welcome your feedback. 

Should these continue in the autumn? Contact Derek (556117) or Janice (850514). 
 

5. Wanted!  Volunteers to join our Sunday teams – as readers, door stewards, 

welcomers and  tea servers. If you can help, contact Chris R (561626) or Janice.   

 

6. 2021-22 Prayer Handbooks: please let Janice know your requirements by 13th July  

 

7. For the Diary  As well as our resumed regular activities, please note also:       
 

Saturday 3rd  Coffee Morning, with Craft, Plant and Cake Stalls, from 10 to12. 

   NB No lunches yet. This is a trial run for our Catering Team - orders 

   will be taken at the tables, following current guidelines.  
 

 

Wednesday 7th    Mid-Week Movies at 2pm. “Ladies in Lavender” with Judi Dench 

   and Maggie Smith. Free admission. All welcome – bring a friend.  
 

 

Monday 12th Meeting of Welshpool Churches Together, 7.30pm 
 

 

Thursday 22nd Circuit Service at 7pm, in which Andrea Davies will be admitted 

   as a fully-accredited Local Preacher, and Derek Painter will be 

   welcomed as a Welshpool Worship Leader. 
 

 

Friday 23rd  Friday Fellowship, Summer meeting, 2.30pm, at Rhos Y Dderwen,

   Cyfronydd,  courtesy of Joan Langford. Details to be circulated.     

 Q  (NB. There will be no Jubilate on 5th or 26th. For details of Gallery 

   Group contact Graham and for Walking Group contact Derek).  



From Revd Marian: “High Days and Holy Days” 
 

This year, the Methodist Conference (the ruling body of the Methodist Church) ends 

on July 1st. 
 

 

 

 

 

Two days later, on July 3rd, the church commemorates St Thomas, a disciple of 

Jesus, sometimes known (unfairly) as Doubting Thomas or Thomas the Twin (John 

11:16). 
 
 

His devotion to Jesus is expressed in John 11:5-16 - when Jesus planned to return to 

Judaea, the disciples warned him of the Jews’ animosity (“now seeking to stone 

you”), to which Thomas replied: “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 

Gathered together (John 14:1-7), Thomas couldn’t understand what Jesus meant 

when he said, “I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you 

may be also. And you know the way where I am going.” To Thomas’s question 

“How can we know the way?” Jesus answered, “I am the way, and the truth, and 

the life.” 
 
 

Perhaps the best known event in his life is the one from which the phrase “doubting 

Thomas” developed. In John 20:19-29 he wasn’t among those disciples to whom 

the risen Christ first appeared, and, when they told the incredulous Thomas, he 

wanted physical proof of the Resurrection. Christ appeared to them again and 

specifically asked Thomas to touch his wounds. His sudden realisation of truth (“My 

Lord and my God”) made Thomas the first person to explicitly acknowledge Jesus’ 

divinity. 
 
 

Later Christian tradition says that Thomas worked as a missionary in Kerala, India, 

where he is recognised as the founder of the Church of the Christians of St Thomas. 

It was in India that he was killed in 53AD. 
 
 

July 22nd is the feast day of Mary Magdalen, a New Testament figure who was one 

of Jesus’ most loyal followers and is said to have been the first to see him following 

his resurrection. Her name, “Magdalen”, comes from the fishing town of Magdala 

on the shores of the Sea of Galilee. 
 
 

Mary Magdalene was one of several women who travelled with Jesus and his 

disciples and gave them financial support (Luke 8:1-3). She was an eye-witness of 

Jesus’ crucifixion in Jerusalem, staying at the cross with Mary, his mother, and she 

has become known as ‘the apostle to the apostles’ as Mary Magdalene is the one 

who is sent to tell the frightened disciples that she had seen the Lord and that he 

was going before them to Galilee (Matthew 28:1-8). Recent excavations in the old 

town of Magdala have revealed a fish salting factory and a synagogue from the 

time of Jesus. A new church has been built on the site, near the coast; as well as 

being a pilgrim site, it’s possible to stay there. 
 
 

St Martha, of Martha and Mary fame, has July 29th dedicated to her. Apparently 

Jesus was a frequent guest at Martha’s home in Bethany, a small village two miles 

from Jerusalem. We read of three visits, in Luke 10:38-42, John 11:1-53 and John 

12:1-9. It’s easy to identify with Martha in the story Luke tells. Martha welcomes Jesus 

and his disciples into her home and immediately goes to find something for them to 

eat. She expresses her frustration when her sister Mary ignores the Middle Eastern 

rule of hospitality and Martha’s work so that she can sit and listen to Jesus. Martha, 



instead of speaking to her sister, asks Jesus to intervene. Jesus’ response isn’t unkind, 

but he says that Martha is worried about many things that distract her from really 

being present to him. He reminds her that there is only one thing that is truly 

important – listening to him. And that is what Mary has done. The next visit shows 

how well Martha learned this lesson. She is grieving the death of her brother with a 

house full of mourners when she hears that Jesus has just come to the area. She 

gets up immediately and leaves the guests and goes to meet him. Her conversation 

with Jesus shows her faith and courage. She states clearly without doubt that she 

believes in Jesus’ power, in the resurrection, and most of all that Jesus is the Son of 

God. 

Martha is the patron saint of servants and cooks.  
 

Update from the Tent of Nations: Daoud Nasser 
 
 

(You will have read in the last “In Touch” of the devastating fire which destroyed all the new trees 
which had been planted during the family’s absence. Thank you to those who responded with 
donations. This is part of the recent update received from Daoud). 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

“The political situation in Palestine has become more difficult in the last weeks following the 
recent attacks on Gaza, on worshippers in the Al-Aqsa Mosque, and on Palestinians in 
other neighbourhoods in East Jerusalem. Many Palestinians took the their voices to the 
streets calling to end these injustices. It was also moving to see many internationals around 
the world who stood up in solidarity with the Palestinian struggle for justice. These ongoing 
strategies of land confiscation and settlement expansion, make it more complicated and 
almost impossible for the Palestinians to create a viable and independent state.  
 

In our area, the settlements that are around the Tent of Nations Farm are also expanding. 
New housing units, better infrastructure, network of roads - all are created to connect 
settlements together and with Jerusalem. At the same time restrictions on movement are 
being imposed, making the way from Bethlehem to the Tent of Nations farm difficult, having 
to pass through many checkpoints. Added to that, Israeli settlers are becoming more 
aggressive – they continue to attack Palestinian farms and farmers on the West Bank. We 
hope this will not happen in our area. 
 

Regarding our legal battle to complete the land re-registation process, we still have not 
heard back from the military committee after their meeting in February. Our lawyer is 
preparing the required documents to lodge an appeal to the Supreme Court again. We still 
have a problem with 5 people from the village who claim that a parcel of our farm belongs 
to them. They continue to vandalise our property, destroy the infrastucture and threaten 
members of the family. 
 

With regard to the fire on 20th May, the fire department reported that it was most likely done 
intentionally, but who caused it or who was behind it remains unknown. It was very painful 
to witness the damage. The ongoing challenges are making us feel tired both physically 
and mentally, but we are determined to move forward and to overcome our obstacles 
without giving up. We started to repair the damage and to prepare land for more trees. This 
coming fall we will be planting hundreds of olives and other trees. We have a lot of work 
that needs to be done on the land particularly after the damage caused by the fire. Yet it is 
still a challenge to complete the work with the lack of volunteers as COVID-19 restrictions 
are still in place, but we are glad that volunteers have started to come again – during the 
next months, we will have two volunteers coming to help once a week on the farm. We will 
also have another volunteer staying for a month in July. We are thankful that we will start 
having an international presence soon on the farm, after more than one year. Moreover, I 



received some requests for international groups planning to come in September and 
October to help with the olive harvest, which gives us hope and strength. 
 

We are determined to continue this journey without giving up despite the current struggles. 
We need to rise from the ashes, continue to rebuild what was destroyed and replant more 
trees because when we plant a tree we believe in the fuirutre. Our path is difficult but we 
need to keep moving forward. My friends, our journey will continue with faith, love, and 
hope in action. Thank you for accompanying us on this path”. 

 

Sing Praises with Julia: ‘Hymns for July’ 
 
 

 

 

 

 

StF 76 “Give me Joy in my Heart ..... Sing Hosanna...” 
 

‘Hosanna’ – a word we now associate with joy, akin to how we express Alleluia. In 

translation from the Hebrew, Hosanna is the cry for ‘save us’. When directed at 

Jesus in his triumphal entry into Jerusalem, it shows a crowd praising and shouting 

hosannas in such a way as to give the authorities that worrying confirmation that 

the people recognised a saviour in Jesus. Today it is more often used to show our 

joy that salvation is with Christ. In the chorus “Sing Hosanna” we send our calls 

heavenwards. In the Welshpool service on June 20th the congregation, being 

unable to sing, were taught, then signed ‘Hosanna’, raising hands and arms 

skyward. It was a lovely thing to see the movement, the joy and the joining together 

in praise by signing in place of singing (which was denied us for so long but which 

we are allowed to do from 27th, behind our masks!) In Psalm 118:25 we read “Save 

us we beseech thee O Lord”. In Isaiah an answer to the fears of the people is given: 

“Do not be afraid. I will strengthen you. I will uphold you in my victorious hand”. 
 

In Matthew chapter 25 we read the parable of the ten maidens, known to us as the 

Wise and Foolish Virgins who await the bridegroom’s coming. Some cannot trim the 

wicks of their lamps – five have run out of oil and the lamps go out, but the other 

five, the wise, have spare oil and so the lamps are re-lit and are burning brightly as 

the bridegroom arrives. Some hymn books begin with this verse: “Give me oil in my 

lamp, keep me burning”. Matthew also recorded that Jesus said: “You are the light 

of the world ... let your light shine before men, that they may see your good works 

and glorify your Father who is in Heaven”. You notice each verse is indeed a prayer 

for that strength we need each day to be bright lights, and to have in our hearts 

the love, joy and peace that keeps us serving and shining in the world. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

StF 536 “He’s got the whole world in his hands” 
 

This traditional spiritual grew up over many long years until its origins are out of sight. 

However, in the 20th century, various recordings appeared. We now have it in our 

hymn books in its current form, bringing a prayer for one another and our fears for 

those we cannot be amongst before God, and recalling that whatever occurs, 

there is comfort and safety in the promises of God. 
 

Sing Hosanna for the whole world. Pray for the relief of those worst hit by our current 

pandemic and pray that other evils and health issues may be settled as a 

consequence of our working together to protect the world. 
 
 

 

Enjoy your singalong and remember that when Jubilate meet on Monday mornings, 

we pray for you all.  



Thought for the Month (written by a contact in the Bromsgrove and Redditch Circuit) 
 

Have you been glued to the TV watching the European Cup matches? Do you 

understand the tactics employed? When did football become so complicated? All 

this talk of game management, defensive and attacking formations, challenging 

dynamics, tactical game plans and strategic substitutions! When I played footie in 

my youth, the idea was to kick the ball as hard as you could towards the 

opposition’s goal and then run back to see if you could get to it first and have a 

shot at goal! If you had the ball and got tackled there was no swallow diving to the 

ground, rolling over 5 or 6 times, holding your head and shouting “foul”- you got 

back up and tackled them back! The game was simpler then! Eleven chaps on 

each side, numbered 1-11, no numbers 17, 18, 23 etc; no subs – if you were injured 

you played on the wing; there were set positions – inside and outside left and right, 

half backs and full backs – all knew where to stand at kick off – and talking of kick 

off, when you kicked off, the ball went forwards,  not backwards! 
 

But it’s not just football that’s become complicated. Think about cars, for example, 

ACC (adaptive cruise control), AEB (autonomous emergency braking), BSW 

(blindspot warning) – just some of the features car manufacturers boast about. But 

when I started driving there were none of these – not even seat belts! My first car, a 

1954 Austin A30, max speed 50 downhill, did have “the latest feature” – no side 

direction indicator arms but the new style orange “winkers” on front and back! 
 

Even “church” has become complicated. I grew up in a non-denominational 

church where anyone who professed faith in Jesus could be invited to preach, so 

my Dad, who never took any preachers’ exams or tests, would occasionally lead 

worship from the pulpit. Nowadays there seem to be so many rules and regulations.  

 

Religion can be complicated as well! God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit can be 

explained in the theory of water, ice and steam – all the same but different, yet if 

Jesus was praying to God the Father doesn’t that suggest two “beings” (as 

opposed to two people)? And try explaining the Virgin Birth, the Ascension, or 

indeed the God of Love expecting a sacrifice (Jesus) for the sins of mankind! You 

can tie yourself in knots quite easily. 
 

But faith, which is not religion per se, need not be complicated. When people were 

bringing children to Jesus and the disciples rebuked them (presumably because 

they felt Jesus’s time was more valuable than to be spent with little kids), Jesus said: 

“I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the Kingdom of God like a little 

child will never enter it”. Little children tend to take things on face value and don’t 

look for complex alternative agendas or explanations. Maybe that’s what we need 

to do with our faith. If I’m honest, sometimes my faith gets confused with religion’s 

complications and those complications lead me to doubting my own faith. At times 

like these I am so glad that Jesus said that if we have faith “as small as a mustard 

seed” (and that’s pretty small) we could move mountains. 
 

Football and cars might have got complicated but our faith need not be!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer: Understanding God, thank you for accepting us when we struggle to 

understand and when we have doubts. Increase our faith and trust in you, in the 

name of Jesus and the power of yours and his Holy Spirit. Amen. 



Ruthie’s Skydive for Alzheimers’s Research UK (ARUK) 
 

Many of you will remember Ruthie Lockyer, who, with Pam, moved from our 

Guilsfield to Ellesmere. She is involved with the North Shropshire Fund-raising group 

for ARUK, and is planning a skydive this summer, hoping to raise £1000 for valuable 

research into the causes, treatment and prevention of Alzheimers’s and related 

dementias. If you would like to support Ruthie, a sponsor form is circulating at 

church or you can donate via GoFundMe at https://gofund.me/3eafe377    Thanks. 
 

From Pat P: Hugging.....    (hopefully the wait is nearly over!) 
 

Hugging feels good, 

Dispels loneliness, overcomes fears, 

Builds self-esteem,  

(Wow! They actually want to hug ME!) 

Slows down ageing, huggers stay younger longer, 

Eases tension, fights insomnia, 

Keeps arm and shoulder muscles in good condition, 

Is ecologically sound, does not upset the environment. 

Is democratic,  

Anyone is eligible for a hug, 

Is portable, 

Affirms physical well-being, 

Is energy efficient, saves heat, 

Makes impossible days possible, 

Makes happy days happier. 
 

From Betty H: a prayer of Albert Schweitzer 
 

“Oh heavenly Father, protect and bless all things that have breath: guard them 

from evil and let them sleep in peace.” 
 

Schweitzer writes: “As far back as I can remember I was saddened by the amount 

of misery I saw in the world around me. One thing that especially saddened me 

was that unfortunate animals had to suffer so much pain and misery. It was quite 

incomprehensible to me why in my evening prayers I should pray for human beings 

only. So when my mother had prayed with me and kissed me goodnight I used to 

add silently this prayer that I had composed myself for all living creatures.” 
 
 

To make you smile: 
 

Ray and Bob, two maintenance guys, were standing at the base of a flagpole, 

looking up, perplexed. A woman walked  by and asked what they were doing. 

“We’re supposed to find the height of the flagpole”, said Bob, “but we don’t have 

a ladder.” 

The woman said: “Hand me that wrench out of your toolbox.” 

She loosened a few bolts, and then laid the pole down. She then took a tape 

measure from the toolbox, took a measurement, and announced: “Eighteen feet, 

six inches,” and walked away. 

Ray shook his head and laughed. “Well, ain’t that just like a ‘Miss-know-it-all’ 

woman?” he said. “We need the height and she gives us the length!” 



A school inspector looked over a little lad’s shoulder and saw he had written in his 

notebook the following: 
 

 Yesterday, yesterday, yesterday 

Sorrow, sorrow, sorrow 

Tomorrow, tomorrow, tomorrow 

Love, love , love. 
 

“What a beautiful poem!” the inspector exclaimed. 
 

“Dinna be daft,” the lad replied. “It’s my spelling list!” 
 

Beauty and poetry will often be found in some very surprising places! 
 

Thank God for Laughter: 
 

Thank God for laughter, and thank God for fun; 

Thank God for talent in making a pun, 

God wants us to be happy, not deep in the blues: 

So he gave us laughter and things to amuse! 

 

“The Tate Family” (from ‘Versatile Verse: Christian Poetry with a Punch’, Sylvia Bradford) 
 

Dic-tate was the Father, he ruled with rod of iron. 

He loved to give his orders whilst roaring like a lion. 
 

Ro-tate was the mother, she bustled round and round, 

Trying to change everything, always fully wound. 
 

Irri-tate was their firstborn, he was quite a lad, 

Always rubbing people up, and bringing out the bad. 
 

Agi-tate was his sister, she just loved to stir – 

Even if it caused much trouble, she would never care. 
 

Hesi-tate was grandma, she never could decide, 

They would often laugh about her, wounding all her pride. 
 

Vege-tate was grandad, he loved his chair and pipe, 

Life just drifted by him – he would never gripe. 
 

Imi-tate was their auntie, she was a copy-cat, 

She had to have the same – a car, a dress, a hat! 
 

Devas-tate, her daughter, was a selfish child, 

Always hurting others with her actions wild. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We all know the Tates, they live in every street, 

Sit on most committees, patrol every beat. 
 

They travel on the buses, sometimes live next door, 

Work in shop or office, or on the factory floor. 
 

They’re members of each club, society and church, 

They are all around us, you won’t have far to search. 
 

So watch out for the TATES, their names are always true, 

One of their relations could be very near to you!   



Quiz Time: Capitals of Countries Worldwide (a geography test as well as a quiz!) 
 

1. Rip and galloped in the Middle East (6) 

2. High tavern (7) 

3. Knight little Linda (6) 

4. Wander (4) 

5. Sounds like a herb, with part underground  (6)  

6. Stumble little Oliver (7)  

7. One of a pair to keep one healthy and dry underfoot (10)  

8.  Inside Argos look for a country’s chief port (4)  

9. Sounds like a tree primate found on Madagascar (4)  

10. No charge in this urban area (8)  

11. Sounds like a small Scottish stream (5)  

12. Wartime Field Marshal, with film recorder (10)  

13. Vehicle, associated with initials of UK mediation authority (7)  

14. Do shoots spring up here? (8) 

15. Hugo is mad when re-arranged (9) 

16. Basis for soup, gravy, sauce – goes with one’s residence (9) 

17. Sounds like a group of tents “after the manner of” (7) 

18.  Carrier for father (7) 

19.  Sun god with Pipistrelle (5) 

20. Destoy a short cleric (9)   

 

Answers to Professions and Trades, issue 32 
 

1.  Librarian 2. Dentist  3. Teacher      4. Butcher      5. Vet  

6. Doctor 7. Tailor  8. Plumber      9. Chef       10. Actor 

11.  Carpenter 12. Jeweller  13. Nurse     14. Accountant 15. Pilot 

16. Banker 17. Locksmith 18. Firefighter   19. Astronomer  20. Model  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to those who have contributed to this issue. Please keep your items coming 

in – more are needed if “In Touch” is to continue! (Interesting information, thoughts, 

poems, puzzles, comments, recipes, etc etc... all welcome). For the August Issue 

(34), out around 28th July, please send to rhodes4144@gmail.com, tel. 01938 850514, 

or to ‘Brynteg’, Castle Caereinion, Welshpool, SY21 9AS, by 21st.    

mailto:rhodes4144@gmail.com

