
Welshpool & Bro Hafren Methodist Circuit 
 

Home Worship Sheet, Sunday 23rd January 2022 
 

This act of worship was prepared for you by Graham Smith. 
 
 

“The amazing grace of the Master, Jesus Christ, 
the extravagant love of God, 

the intimate friendship of the Holy Spirit, 
be with all of you.” 2 Corinthians 13:14 

 

Prayer of Adoration 

 
We praise you God of all time and places.  

We thank you and praise you for the gift of your Holy Spirit.  

Your Spirit embodied in Christ our Lord.  

Your Spirit offered freely to the open heart.  

Your Spirit given since the dawn of time.  

Your Spirit given at Pentecost to unite, inspire, transform and heal.  

Your Spirit given at the birth of the world, the birth of Jesus and the 

birth of the Church.  

Your spirit given to all work and witness in accordance with your will.  

For the Gift of the Holy Spirit, we praise your Holy name. Amen. 

 

Hymn:  Have faith in God, my heart 
To listen to the hymn in a new tab: press Shift and Ctrl together and click here. Close the tab after the 
hymn. 
 

 

1 Have faith in God, my heart, trust and be unafraid; 

 God will fulfil in every part each promise He has made. 

 Have faith in God, my mind, though oft your light burns low; 

 God's mercy holds a wiser plan than you can fully know. 

 

2 Have faith in God, my soul, His cross for ever stands; 

 And neither life nor death can pluck His children from His hands. 

 Lord Jesus, make me whole; grant me no resting place, 

 Until I rest, heart, mind, and soul, the captive of your grace. 

    

 Lord Jesus, make me whole; grant me no resting place, 

 Until I rest, heart, mind, and soul, the captive of your grace. 

BBrryynn  AAuusstteenn  RReeeess  ((11991111––11998833)) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uBbrwRImEBk


Prayer 

 
Let us pray. 
 
Listening God, hear our silence and our fear of praying: we worry that 

we will use the wrong words; we cannot find words that begin to 

express how we feel; we feel too small when faced with your greatness. 

So hear our silence and send your Spirit to pray for us with sighs too 

deep for words. 

 
Silence 
 
Loving God, we know that all things work together for good for those 

who love you; yet we forget the extent of your love. You are for us! Who 

can be against us? Why do we worry, is our faith so weak? Remind us 

again that you did not withhold your own Son but gave him up for all — 

even us. 

 
Silence  
 
Living God, nothing in all creation can separate any of us from your 

love in Christ Jesus. We turn away from even small problems, we hate 

to be uncomfortable or inconvenienced; we give in so easily. 

Help us to believe the promise of your abiding, eternal love which is 

present through death, through life, through past, present and future. 

Grant us the gift of FAITH which allows us to be truly ‘faith-full’, to be 

effective disciples and willing storytellers, proclaiming the gospel of 

Christ in whose name we pray.      

 
Amen. 

 

Old Testament Reading  

 

Jeremiah 29:11–13 
 

“For I know the plans I have for you”, declares the LORD, “plans to 
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. 
Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to 
you. You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your 
heart.” 
 

 



Gospel Readings  

 

John 21:1-11 

Afterward Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of Galilee. It 

happened this way: Simon Peter, Thomas (also known as Didymus), 

Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two other 

disciples were together. “I’m going out to fish,” Simon Peter told them, 

and they said, “We’ll go with you.” So they went out and got into the 

boat, but that night they caught nothing. 

Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not 

realize that it was Jesus. 

He called out to them, “Friends, haven’t you any fish?” 

“No,” they answered. 

He said, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find 

some.” When they did, they were unable to haul the net in because of 

the large number of fish. 

Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” As 

soon as Simon Peter heard him say, “It is the Lord,” he wrapped his 

outer garment around him (for he had taken it off) and jumped into the 

water. The other disciples followed in the boat, towing the net full of 

fish, for they were not far from shore, about a hundred yards. When they 

landed, they saw a fire of burning coals there with fish on it, and some 

bread. 

Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you have just caught.” So 

Simon Peter climbed back into the boat and dragged the net ashore. It 

was full of large fish, 153, but even with so many the net was not torn. 

 

Luke 5:1–11 Jesus Calls His First Disciples 

One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret, the people 

were crowding around him and listening to the word of God. He saw at 

the water’s edge two boats, left there by the fishermen, who were 

washing their nets. He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to 

Simon, and asked him to put out a little from shore. Then he sat down 

and taught the people from the boat. 



When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into deep 

water, and let down the nets for a catch.” 

Simon answered, “Master, we’ve worked hard all night and haven’t 

caught anything. But because you say so, I will let down the nets.” 

When they had done so, they caught such a large number of fish that 

their nets began to break. So they signalled their partners in the other 

boat to come and help them, and they came and filled both boats so full 

that they began to sink. 

When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees and said, “Go away 

from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!” For he and all his companions were 

astonished at the catch of fish they had taken, and so were James and 

John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon’s partners. 

Then Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid; from now on you will fish 

for people.” So they pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and 

followed him. 

Reflection 

A sad but true fact is that the church is often thought of as being out of 

touch and insensitive to what is going on in the world. Often, the church 

is seen as being so wrapped up within itself that it has no compassion 

on, or time for a world that is so needing of salvation. 

Seven of our Lord's Disciples made a decision to return to the Sea to 

find that which they needed. This is a picture of a life lived in human 

energy, human resources. They were in Galilee because Jesus had told 

them that He would meet them there (Matt. 28:10). They were in the right 

place, but they were using the wrong methods. Instead of waiting on the 

Lord to come and give them direction, they began doing things THEIR 

way, based on what and how they knew to do. 

Aren't we guilty of doing this at church? We hear of a method that 

works over at this super church and we think, "Well, if it worked there, 

it'll work here!" If the Lord leads you to implement a program that you 

read about or hear about then by all means look at it, but unless the 

Lord directs it, then it will come to nothing.  



They fished all night and caught nothing! That must have been 

devastating for Andrew, Peter, James and John. After all, these men 

were professionals. They knew about fish they knew how to catch them. 

Well, let's just say that things have changed! You see, when these men 

were called to follow Jesus, they gave up their ships and their nets and 

followed Jesus. They have been called to be "fishers of men" (Mark 

1:17). They failed because they were doing what they thought they 

knew. There was nothing wrong with fishing, it just wasn't the business 

Jesus wanted them to be about. 

We need to understand that in this modern day of church buildings, 

church budgets and the need for more members, our sufficiency will 

NEVER be sufficient. When we were saved, we were brought into a new 

relationship of total dependence upon Jesus Christ. I personally believe 

that this is the Lord's will for us not only as individuals, but also as a 

church. We are to walk in utter dependence upon Jesus, realizing that 

without Him, we are nothing (John 15:5). Yet, knowing that in His power, 

we can do anything (Phil. 4:13). 

When Jesus showed up, things began to change! 

They had fished all night. They were probably tired and hungry and now 

this fellow shows up asking them if they have any meat. Their short 

answer is an indication of the reality they felt all too well. At this 

moment, they felt like failures. 

Aren't you glad the Lord challenges us when we go about things in our 

own strength? When He does, it isn't to rub our noses in our failures in 

an effort to put us down. When He challenges our failed attempts at self-

sufficiency, His motive is that of awakening in us a renewed 

dependence upon Himself. We need the constant reminder that "the just 

shall live by faith" (Rom.1:17); and "Without faith it is impossible to 

please Him" (Heb. 11:6). Our sufficiency will ever fail, His will never fail! 

Jesus tells them to let down their nets on the right side of the boat with 

the PROMISE that when they do, they WILL find the fish they have 

sought all night. When they obeyed the Lord's command, they were 

rewarded with a huge catch of fish. What they had failed to accomplish 

with their skill, knowledge and power had been brought to pass in a 

single moment by their obedience to the will of God........ 



Hymn:   Master speak! Thy servant heareth 

To listen to the hymn in a new tab: press Shift and Ctrl together and click here. Close the tab after the 
hymn. 
 
1 Master, speak! thy servant heareth, waiting for thy gracious word, 

longing for thy voice that cheereth, Master, let it now be heard. 

I am list'ning, Lord, for thee; what hast thou to say to me? 

 
 
2 Speak to me by name, O Master, let me know it is to me; 

speak, that I may follow faster, with a step more firm and free, 

where the Shepherd leads the flock, in the shadow of the Rock! 

 
3  Master, speak! tho' least and lowest, let me not unheard depart; 

Master, speak! for oh, thou knowest all the yearning of my heart, 

knowest all its truest need; speak! and make me blest indeed. 

 

4 Master, speak! and make me ready, when thy voice is truly heard, 

with obedience glad and steady, still to follow ev'ry word. 

I am listening, Lord, for thee: Master, speak, oh speak to me!” 

Cecil Frances Alexander & Frances Ridley Havergal 
 

Reflection (continued) 

.......What a lesson for us in the church today! We have programs, 

procedures, policies, etc. We have all the organization and the well-oiled 

machinery that we can use and still we are not catching fish like we 

should. What is the problem? Perhaps it is the same problem that the 

Disciples had. Perhaps we are trusting everything instead of Jesus to 

get the job done. We can never expect to do the Lord's work until we go 

about it in the Lord's will! Perhaps the hour has arrived for us to dump 

the junk and get back to what works. Perhaps it is time for the modern 

church to revisit the forsaken avenues of the prayer meeting, old-

fashioned preaching, friendship evangelism and genuine love among 

the brethren. When we learn to fish the Lord's way we will catch what 

we are after! 

Did you notice that in these verses, Jesus took care of every need they 

had? They were labouring ineffectively for fish and when they arrived 

on the shore, Jesus had fish and bread prepared. They were attempting 

to catch a few fish for food probably; Jesus gave them a net filled with 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=raPJHiezEhw


fish. They were weary and cold from a night on the lake, Jesus had a fire 

prepared to warm and comfort them. The lesson here is unmistakable. 

Our need is the evidence of God's supply in waiting. When we lack, He 

has our supply! He is able to meet the need of His people (Phil. 4:19). 

In these verses, there are some truths revealed about Jesus that can 

and will change us here as well as your church and mine. 

V. 1   Jesus is alive from the dead - There is no need to fear the 

task at hand. Jesus lives and will never leave us nor forsake us, but He 

ever lives to make intercession for us at the right hand of the Father. 

V. 6   Jesus is able to control circumstances - He changed in an 

instant what they had been unable to change in an entire night! Don't 

give up! Learn to trust the power of our Saviour (Matt. 17:20). 

V. 6   Jesus is able to control success - The success of the 

Disciples in this instance was entirely in the hands of the Lord Jesus 

Christ. They would have continued in failure unless He had intervened! 

When He did, they enjoyed enormous success. Folks, this takes the 

pressure off of you and me! When we realize that the harvest is the 

Lord's and our duty is to walk in His will and do what He tells us to, we 

come to recognize that He is also responsible for any measure of 

success that is obtained. My job is to obey. The duty of our churches is 

to obey. Success is in the hands of the Lord! 

V. 4   Jesus is able to direct from afar - Jesus was on the shore, 

the Disciples were in a boat out on the sea, still the Lord was able to 

direct them and intervene on their behalf. What a lesson for the church! 

While we sail the stormy seas of life, Jesus is seated in Heaven. From 

that vantage point, He is able move in our circumstances, He is able to 

meet our needs, He is able to direct our lives and He is able to 

command His churches. He is not out of touch, He is in absolute 

control! 

V. 6   Jesus is able to empower His people - Jesus was able to 

accomplish in a moment that which they could not do in an entire night 

of self-effort. So it is in the life of His church! If we try to do these things 

in our own power, we will surely fail, but if we walk in the will of God, 

humbly seeking His face and looking to His powerful hand to get the job 

done, then we cannot fail! 



V. 10-11  Jesus is able to supply all the needs of His people - When the 

Disciples reached the shore, they found that their labour had been in 

vain. Their attempts at self-sufficiency has been wasted. When they 

came face to face with Jesus, they found that He had everything they 

needed already ready and waiting for them.  

That the saints of God, though they differ in worship styles, musical 

tastes or whatever can come together for the greater glory of God and 

can work together to impact a world for Jesus.  

So - after this impromptu breakfast meeting, the Disciples were never 

the same. Peter became a powerhouse for Jesus, the others served with 

distinction and glorified God in their lives and ultimately by their deaths. 

Why the change? I think perhaps the answer lies in the fact that they 

learned some lessons that were never forgotten that morning. Some 

lessons that they took to heart and that were allowed to work in their 

lives. 

Has the Lord spoken to your heart this morning? Certainly, there is a 

great need for us to join our hearts together in prayer for the 

effectiveness of the gospel itself. God will move in response to the cry 

of His people! I trust that we will do as God would have us to do right 

now – on the threshold of a new Methodist year, in the middle of a 

global pandemic! – God has a good plan for His church and His 

disciples. 

Good singing (when possible!) and good preaching, and good 

administration have nothing to do with the Spirit moving. When God 

moves, He talks, and when God talks, things happen!! 

 

“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, 

plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give 

you hope and a future. Then you will call upon me and 

come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. You will seek 

me and find me when you seek me with all your heart” 

(Jeremiah 29:11–13). 

 

 



Prayers of Intercession 

We bring before God our needs and the needs of our world. 

Lord, may your light and wisdom guide those who hold positions of 

responsibility and power in our nation and in our world, especially at 

this difficult and testing time.  

Lord, in your mercy:  Hear our prayer. 

Lord, break the chains of those who are misused and exploited by 

others, and those in our world who are still the slaves of others. And 

hear our prayer for those who live as refugees and in places of 

vulnerability and poverty. 

Lord, in your mercy:  Hear our prayer. 

Lord, make your church in every place strong and courageous in your 

service. Aware of our own frailty, may we seek your power and be open 

to your love; so may we truly present you to others, both in word and in 

action. 

Lord, in your mercy:  Hear our prayer. 

Lord, hear us as we pray for all in need today: those who are grieving, 

lonely, worried or anxious, and all who are ill, including those infected 

by the Covid 19 virus. We pray for their care, treatment and recovery, 

and for the health and safety of all who are caring for them, and for all 

front-line workers. 

Lord, in your mercy:  Hear our prayer. 

Lastly, Lord, we pray for ourselves, and for our families and friends. As 

we begin to come out of lockdown we pray for the life of our 

communities: for schools, shops and all places of work. As we re-open 

society may we do so safely, and always with care and thought for 

others. We think of those who have lost jobs or businesses, and we 

pray for those who are continuing to self-isolate, for all who feel they 

remain vulnerable. May we all act with care, looking out for one another 

and keeping safe ourselves. 

Lord, in your mercy:  Hear our prayer.   

Amen. 

 



 
 
 
We join together in the prayer Jesus taught His first disciples 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy Kingdom come. 

Thy Will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread,  

and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For Thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory  

for ever and ever.  

Amen. 

 

Hymn: Hymn: In Christ alone 

To listen to the hymn in a new tab: press Shift and Ctrl together and click here.  Close the tab after 

the hymn. 

 

1 In Christ alone my hope is found 

He is my light, my strength, my song 

This cornerstone, this solid ground 

Firm through the fiercest drought and storm 

What heights of love, what depths of peace 

When fears are stilled, when strivings cease 

My comforter, my all in all 

Here in the love of Christ I stand. 

 

2 In Christ alone who took on flesh 

Fullness of God in helpless babe 

This gift of love and righteousness 

Scorned by the ones He came to save 

Till on that cross as Jesus died 

The wrath of God was satisfied 

For every sin on Him was laid 

Here in the death of Christ I live. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C77pE9-V0vU


 

3 There in the ground His body lay 

Light of the world by darkness slain 

Then bursting forth in glorious day 

Up from the grave He rose again 

And as He stands in victory 

Sin's curse has lost its grip on me. 

For I am His and He is mine 

Bought with the precious blood of Christ. 

 

4 No guilt in life, no fear in death 

This is the power of Christ in me 

From life's first cry to final breath 

Jesus commands my destiny 

No power of hell, no scheme of man 

Can ever pluck me from His hand 

Till He returns or calls me home 

Here in the power of Christ I'll stand. 

Keith Getty & Stuart Townend 
 

 

Blessing 

 

Go from here to embody the good news and fill the world with light. 

And may God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with us all,  

now and always. 

 

Amen. 


